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The Hebrew word: �������  Transliteration:  (sh� ma)�  Phonetic Pronunciation: (Shaw-mah’ ) 
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Notes for 6:4 
Monotheism — belief in only one God — was a distinctive feature of Hebrew religion. Many ancient religions 
believed in many gods. But the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob is the God of the whole earth, the only true God. 
This was an important insight for the nation of Israel because they were about to enter a land filled with people 
who believed in many gods. Both then and today, there are people who prefer to place their trust in many different 
"gods." But the day is coming when God will be recognized as the only one. He will be the king over the whole 
earth (Zechariah 14:9).  
  

6:4-9 This passage provides the central theme of Deuteronomy. It sets a pattern that helps us relate the Word of 
God to our daily lives. We are to love God, think constantly about his commandments, teach his commandments to 
our children, and live each day by the guidelines in his Word. God emphasized the importance of parents' teaching 
the Bible to their children. The church and Christian schools cannot be used to escape from this responsibility. The 
Bible provides so many opportunities for object lessons and practical teaching that it would be a shame to study it 
only one day a week. Eternal truths are most effectively learned in the loving environment of a God-fearing home.  
  

Notes for 6:5 
Jesus said that loving God with all of ourselves is the first and greatest commandment (Matthew 22:37-39). This 
command, combined with the command to love your neighbor (Leviticus 19:18), encompasses all the other Old 
Testament laws.  
  

Notes for 6:7 
The Hebrews were extremely successful at making religion an integral part of life. The reason for their success was 
that religious education was life-oriented, not information-oriented. They used the context of daily life to teach 
about God. The key to teaching your children to love God is stated simply and clearly in these verses. If you want 
your children to follow God, you must make God a part of your everyday experiences. You must teach your 
children diligently to see God in all aspects of life, not just those that are church related.  

��������	
����
�������

������������
��
�����
�������� �

Notes for 14:11 
The law provided for a way to avenge murder. Numbers 35:9-21 records how cities of refuge protected people 
from revenge and how blood avengers were to pursue murderers. This woman was asking for the king's protection 
against any claim against her.  
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Notes for 14:27 
By naming his daughter Tamar, Absalom was showing his love and respect for his sister Tamar. This was also a 
reminder to everyone of the Amnon/Tamar incident.  
  

Notes for 14:30 
Already we can see the seeds of rebellion in Absalom. As an independent and scheming young man, he took 
matters into his own hands and killed his brother (2Sa 13:22-29). Without his father or anyone else to keep him in 
check, he probably did whatever he wanted, as evidenced by his setting Joab's field on fire to get his attention (2Sa 
14:30). Undoubtedly his good looks also added to his self-centeredness (2Sa 14:25). Children need discipline, 
especially those with natural abilities and beauty. Otherwise, like Absalom, they will grow up thinking they can do 
whatever they want whenever they want to.  
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Notes for 14:33 
David only made halfhearted efforts to correct his children. He did not punish Amnon for his sin against Tamar, 
nor did he deal decisively with Absalom's murder of Amnon. Such indecisiveness became David's undoing. When 
we ignore sin, we experience greater pain than if we deal with it immediately.  
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Notes for 4:3,4 
One of the greatest responsibilities of parents is to encourage their children to become wise. Here Solomon tells 
how his father, David, encouraged him to seek wisdom when he was young ("tender") (see 1Kings 2:1-9 and 
1Chronicles 28,29 for David's charge to his son). This encouragement may have prompted Solomon to ask God for 
a discerning heart above everything else (1Kings 3:9). Wisdom can be passed on from parents to children, from 
generation to generation. Ultimately, of course, all wisdom comes from God; parents can only urge their children 
to turn to him. If your parents never taught you in this way, God's Word can function as a loving and 
compassionate mother or father to you. You can learn from the Scriptures and then create a legacy of wisdom as 
you teach your own children.  
  
  

Strategy for Effective Living 
Begins 
with 

God's Wisdom 
Respecting and appreciating who God is. Reverence and awe in recognizing the 
almighty God. 

Requires Moral Application 
Trusting in God and his Word. Allowing his Word to speak to us personally. 
Willing to obey. 

Requires 
Practical 
Application 

Acting on God's direction in daily devotions. 

Results in Effective Living Experiencing what God does with our obedience. 

—Life Application Bible Notes 
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