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* Jacob sent messengers ahead of him to his brigsaer in the land of Seir, the country of Edéide commanded
them, “You are to say to my lord Esau, ‘This is wyaur servant Jacob says. | have been stayinghaiban and
have been delayed until noW. have oxen, donkeys, flocks, male and femaleeslavhave sent [this message] to
inform my lord, in order to seek your favor.® When the messengers returned to Jacob, they*'®édwent to
your brother Esau; he is coming to meet you—andase400 men with him.”Jacob was greatly afraid and
distressed; he divided the people with him into tamps, along with the flocks, cattle, and canieige thought,
“If Esau comes to one camp and attacks it, the i@ngaone can escape.”

6 /767 0 40 1"V

* Then Jacob said, “God of my father Abraham and &fady father Isaac, thedrD who said to me, ‘Go back to
your land and to your family, and | will cause youprosper,* | am unworthy of all the kindness and faithfulness
You have shown Your servant. Indeed, | crossed therJordan with my staff, and now | have become t
camps* Please rescue me from the hand of my brother Esauam afraid of him; otherwise, he may come and
attack me, the mothers, and their childréou have said, ‘I will cause you to prosper, andll make your
offspring like the sand of the sea, which cannotdented.’”

6 8 67 40 11115

* Now Jacob looked up and saw Esau coming towardaiim400 men. So he divided the children amonghl_ea
Rachel, and the two female slaveBle put the female slaves first, Leah and her sems, and Rachel and Joseph
last.® He himself went on ahead and bowed to the groamedrstimes until he approached his brother.

9 00: 40 11;9)"U5

* But Esau ran to meet him, hugged him, threw mssaaround him, and kissed him. Then they weythen Esau
looked up and saw the women and children, he askdap are these with you?™| have enough, my brother,”
Esau replied. “Keep what you havé&.But Jacob said, “No, please! If | have found fawath you, take this gift
from my hand. For indeed, | have seen your fage] [ais] like seeing God's face, since you haveepted me.

1 Please take my present that was brought to yaause God has been gracious to me and | have kweryt
need.” So Jacob urged him until he accepted.
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Why did angels of God meet Jacob? In the Biblegkngften intervened in human situations. Althoaghels
often came in human form, these angels must haketbdifferent, for Jacob recognized them at ofmbe. reason
these angels met Jacob is unclear; but becaukeiotsit, Jacob knew God was with him.

The last time Jacob had seen Esau, his brotheready to kill him for stealing the family blessi(@en 25:29—
27:42. Esau was so angry he had vowed to kill Jacamanr as their father, Isaac, di€gef 27:4). Fearing their
reunion, Jacob sent a messenger ahead with gdtsoHed to buy Esau's favor.

How would you feel knowing you were about to méwt person you had cheated out of his most precious
possession? Jacob had taken Esau's birthi@&gdt 5:33 and his blessing€sen 27:27-40 Now he was about to
meet this brother for the first time in 20 yeansd &e was frantic with fear. He collected his thatgsghowever,
and decided to pray. When we face a difficult dohfiwe can run about frantically or we can pawspray. Which
approach will be more effective?

It is refreshing to see Esau's change of heart wieetwo brothers meet again. The bitterness @s#ngd his
birthright and blessing@en 25:29-3%fseems gone. Instead Esau was content with whaddheJacob even
exclaimed how great it was to see his brother ashopleased with himGen 33:10.

Life can bring us some bad situations. Wefeahcheated, as Esau did, but we don't have tairebitter. We
can remove bitterness from our lives by honestjyressing our feelings to God, forgiving those whoen
wronged us, and being content with what we have.

Bowing to the ground seven times was the sign gfeet given to a king. Jacob was taking every jptgmaas he
met Esau, hoping to dispel any thoughts of revenge.

Esau greeted his brother, Jacob, with a greatlmagine how difficult this must have been for a m#r once
had actually plotted his brother's deaBe( 27:4). But time away from each other allowed the bitteunds to
heal. With the passing of time, each brother we tabsee that their relationship was more impdrtaan their
real estate.

Why did Jacob send gifts ahead for Esau? In Bibled, gifts were given for several reasons. (15 Thay have
been a bribe. Gifts are still given to win someower or buy his or her support. Esau may first hahesed
Jacob's giftsGen 33:9 because he didn't want or need a bribe. He madd} forgiven Jacob, and he had ample
wealth of his own. (2) This may have been an exgwesof affection. (3) It may have been the custymeay of
greeting someone before an important meeting. §ifichwere often related to a person's occupatiidis

explains why Jacob sent Esau — who was a herdsmaheep, goats, and cattle.

—Life Application Bible Notes




One who follows on another's heels; supplanteen(25:26Gen 27:36Hos 12:2-3, the second born of the twin
sons of Isaac by Rebekah. He was born probablwplaaitroi, when his father was fifty-nine and Abrathane
hundred and fifty-nine years old. Like his fathee,was of a quiet and gentle disposition, and wigegrew up
followed the life of a shepherd, while his brotlkesau became an enterprising hunter. His dealing Esau,
however, showed much mean selfishness and cunGiag 25:29-3)

When Isaac was about 160 years of age, Jacob amddtiher conspired to deceive the aged patridsem 7,
with the view of procuring the transfer of the birght to himself. The birthright secured to himavyhossessed it
(1) superior rank in his familyGen 49:3; (2) a double portion of the paternal inheritaideut 21:17; (3) the
priestly office in the familylum 8:17-19; and (4) the promise of the Seed in which aliareg of the earth were

to be blessed3en 22:18.

Soon after his acquisition of his father's blesg@gn 27, Jacob became conscious of his guilt; and afrattie
anger of Esau, at the suggestion of Rebekah Isaddsn away to Haran, 400 miles or more, to finglife

among his cousins, the family of Laban, the Sy(faan 2§. There he met with Rach&bén 29. Laban would not
consent to give him his daughter in marriage #llHad served seven years; but to Jacob these"gearsed but a
few days, for the love he had to her." But whendéeen years were expired, Laban craftily decedasmbb, and
gave him his daughter Leah. Other seven yearsraitsehad to be completed probably before he obththe
beloved Rachel. But "life-long sorrow, disgraced amals, in the retributive providence of God,|daved as a
consequence of this double union.”

At the close of the fourteen years of service, Batsired to return to his parents, but at theeatyrof Laban he
tarried yet six years with him, tending his flogkden 31:4). He then set out with his family and property g
to Isaac his father in the land of Canag@g&n 3). Laban was angry when he heard that Jacob hawisen his
journey, and pursued after him, overtaking himewes days. The meeting was of a painful kind. Afteich
recrimination and reproach directed against Jacalban is at length pacified, and taking an affewie farewell
of his daughters, returns to his home in Padanafauth.now all connection of the Israelites with Mpsetamia is
at an end.

Soon after parting with Laban he is met by a corgpdrangels, as if to greet him on his return amdcame him
back to the Land of Promis&én 32:1, . He called the name of the place Mahanaim,"tlkee, double camp,”
probably his own camp and that of the angels. T$ievof angels was the counterpart of that hefoaderly
seen at Bethel, when, twenty years before, theywyealitary traveller, on his way to Padan-aramy gz angels
of God ascending and descending on the ladder wbpseached to heaveGén 28:12.

He now hears with dismay of the approach of hisHemoEsau with a band of 400 men to meet him. &agagony
of mind he prepares for the worst. He feels thanhst now depend only on God, and he betakes Hitaskim in
earnest prayer, and sends on before him a munifiresent to Esau, "a present to my lord Esau frgnservant
Jacob." Jacob's family were then transported at¢hes3abbok; but he himself remained behind, spegnithe night
in communion with God. While thus engaged, thengeaped one in the form of a man who wrestled wiiti thn
this mysterious contest Jacob prevailed, and asraamal of it his name was changed to Israel (Mgestith
God); and the place where this occured he calledeR &for", said he, "I have seen God face to faoel my life

is preserved"Gen 32:25-3).

After this anxious night, Jacob went on his waytihg, mysteriously weakened by the conflict, bubsg in the
assurance of the divine favour. Esau came forthnagichim; but his spirit of revenge was appeased the
brothers met as friends, and during the remaintigredr lives they maintained friendly relationsftér a brief
sojourn at Succoth, Jacob moved forward and pittietent near Shechem (q.\@en 33:18but at length, under
divine directions, he moved to Bethel, where he erad altar unto God3en 35:6, ¥, and where God appeared to
him and renewed the Abrahamic covenant. While jeying from Bethel to Ephrath (the Canaanitish name
Bethlehem), Rachel died in giving birth to her setson BenjaminGen 35:16-2]) fifteen or sixteen years after
the birth of Joseph. He then reached the old faregydence at Mamre, to wait on the dying bed sff&iher
Isaac.The complete reconciliation between Esau and Jacabas shown by their uniting in the burial of the
patriarch (Gen 35:27-29. —Easton's lllustrated Dictionary
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