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5 And he believed in the LORD: and he counted it thim for righteousness.
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When God called him, Abram moved out in faith fridmto Haran and finally to Canaan. God then esthblil a
covenant with Abram, telling him that he would folusm great nation. Not only would this nation besbél, God
said, but the other nations of the earth wouldlbsded through Abram's descendants. Israel, tihenrdat would
come from Abram, was to follow God and influences# with whom it came in contact. Through Abrararsify
tree, Jesus Christ was born to save humanity. Tir&@hrist, people can have a personal relationshipGod
and be blessed beyond measure.

God promised to bless Abram and make him greatthauée was one condition. Abram had to do what God
wanted him to do. This meant leaving his home aiethds and traveling to a new land where God predhis
build a great nation from Abram's family. Abram géd, walking away from his home for God's promigewen
greater blessings in the future. God may be tryinigad you to a place of greater service and lrsesa for him.
Don't let the comfort and security of your preseosition make you miss God's plan for you.

Abram, Sarai, and Lot traveled from Ur of the Clealds to Canaan by way of Haran. Though indirets riute
followed the rivers rather than attempting to critesvast desert.

God planned to develop a nation of people he woaldhis own. He called Abram from the godlessf-sehtered
city of Ur to a fertile region called Canaan, whar&od-centered, moral nation could be establishiedugh
small in dimension, the land of Canaan was thelfoaiat for most of the history of Israel as wedl far the rise of
Christianity. This small land given to one man, &t has had a tremendous impact on world history.

(=]



Abram built an altar to the Lord. Altars were usednany religions, but for God's people, altarsevaiore than
places of sacrifice. For them, altars symbolizeshicmnion with God and commemorated notable encosimiih
him. Built of rough stones and earth, altars ofemained in place for years as continual remindéf3od's
protection and promises.

Abram regularly built altars to God for twaasens: (1) for prayer and worship, and (2) as réermof God's
promise to bless him. Abram couldn't survive spaily without regularly renewing his love and layaio God.
Building altars helped Abram remember that God atatie center of his life. Regular worship helpgsamember
what God desires and motivates us to obey him.

In Abram's day, sheep and cattle owners could aegueat wealth. Abram's wealth not only includixkes and
gold, but also livestock. These animals were aalasikicommodity used for food, clothing, tent materand
sacrifices. They were often traded for other gaamats services. Abram was able to watch his weathivgmnd
multiply daily.

Some people simply drift through life. Their ch@cehen they can muster the will to choose, terfdltow
the course of least resistance. Lot, Abram's neph&s such a person.

While still young, Lot lost his father. Althoughistmust have been hard on him, he was not leftouith
strong role models in his grandfather Terah andih@de Abram, who raised him. Still, Lot did notvdép
their sense of purpose. Throughout his life he seasaught up in the present moment that he seemed
incapable of seeing the consequences of his aclioisshard to imagine what his life would haveshdike
without Abram's careful attention and God's intetian.

By the time Lot drifted out of the picture, hiselihad taken an ugly turn. He had so blended i itiful
culture of his day that he did not want to leavditen his daughters committed incest with him. diifing
finally took him in a very specific direction -- steuction.

LOT Lot, however, is called "righteous” in the New Tasént RPeter 2:). Ruth, a descendant of Moab, was an
ancestor of Jesus, even though Moab was bornesuli of Lot's incestuous relationship with ondnisf
daughters. Lot's story gives hope to us that Gogiies and often brings about positive circumstarfoem
evil.

What is the direction of your life? Are you headedard God or away from him? If you're a driftdret
choice for God may seem difficult, but it is theeazhoice that puts all other choices in a diffetigyft.

Strengths and accomplishments:

He was a successful businessman
Peter calls him a righteous ma&Pgter 2:y

Weaknesses and mistakes:
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When faced with decisions, he tended to put offdieg, then chose the easiest course of action
When given a choice, his first reaction was toklohhimself

Lesson from his life:
God wants us to do more than drift through life wants us to be an influence for him
Vital statistics:

Where: Lived first in Ur of the Chaldeans, then md¥o Canaan with Abram. Eventually he moved
to the wicked city of Sodom

Occupation: Wealthy sheep and cattle rancher;alsty official

Relatives: Father: Haran. Adopted by Abram wherfdtiser died. The name of his wife, who turned
into a pillar of salt, is not mentioned

Key verse:

"When he hesitated, the men grasped his hand anaiatids of his wife and of his two daughters add le
them safely out of the city, for the Lord was merkcio them" Genesis 19:16

Lot's story is told irGenesis 11

Facing a potential conflict with his nephew Lot,rAln took the initiative in settling the dispute. gteve Lot first
choice, even though Abram, being older, had thet tig choose first. Abram also showed a willingniesssk
being cheated. Abram's example shows us how tonesto difficult family situations: (1) take theitiative in
resolving conflicts; (2) let others have first at®ieven if that means not getting what we wantp({® family
peace above personal desires.

Surrounded by hostile neighbors, the herdsmen ofand Lot should have pulled together. Insteasly tet
petty jealousy tear them apart. Similar situatiexist today. Christians often bicker while Sataatisvork all
around them.

Rivalries, arguments, and disagreements arheligvers can be destructive in three ways. (1yT@nage
goodwill, trust, and peace — the foundations ofdyjboman relations. (2) They hamper progress towapdrtant
goals. (3) They make us self-centered rather treetentered. Jesus understood how destructiverengs
among brothers could be. In his final prayer befoemg betrayed and arrested, Jesus asked GoligHatlowers

be "one" John 17:2).

Lot's character is revealed by his choices. He thelbest share of the land even though it meanglinear
Sodom, a city known for its sin. He was greedy, tmanthe best for himself, without thinking abous bincle
Abram's needs or what was fair.

Life is a series of choices. We too can chdbséest while ignoring the needs and feelingstioérs. But this
kind of choice, as Lot's life shows, leads to peols. When we stop making choices in God's directihthat is
left is to make choices in the wrong direction.
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Good pasture and available water seemed like achisiee to Lot at first. But he failed to recognthat wicked
Sodom could provide temptations strong enough stra his family. Have you chosen to live or wonkai
"Sodom™"? Even though you may be strong enoughdistrine temptations, other members of your famidy
not. While God commands us to reach people in8wEdm" near us, we must be careful not to becdeetlie
very people we are trying to reach.

—Life Application Bible Notes
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