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TOWNSEND-SMITH SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS

A Caring Class

 FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY: Experience a Breakthrough
THIS WEEK’S LESSON: Sunday January 27: Breakthrough in Confidence

Bible Passage: Psalm 23:1-6
100 Year Anniversary of Our Sanctuary This Year
The Sanctuary We Use Today Was First Used on December 20, 1908
Pray for and Plan to Attend our Meetings to be Held on March 2 through March 5, 2008
Remember our Day of Ministry January 27, Sunday School @ 9:15, Worship in Family Center @  10:30 A.M.  
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. (Psalm 23:6) KJV
In this, perhaps the most familiar psalm of all, King David gives to us a picture of God as shepherd. In the psalm we have a shepherd and his sheep and we have a banquet. While it is true persons in David’s day would have known more about sheep than we do today, God, in His infinite wisdom, knows about this lack of understanding on our part, but the analogy of the shepherd and the sheep is perfect in so far as our benefit today. We all know that our understanding of God’s word is given in and through the power of the Holy Spirit regardless of our understanding of the subject matter. 
The image of the shepherd and the sheep governs verses 1-4, and the image of the host and his guest governs verse 5. In verse 6 an entirely different image is employed. “The hunter and his prey.” It is used, however, in a very unusual way. The Hebrew verb for pursue, Word: ‏רָדַף‎, Transliteration: rādap, (phonetic pronunciation raw-daf’), normally, as we would expect, connotes something hostile. It means to hunt down, to chase, and often means “to Persecute.” Here, David was the prey, but goodness and faithful love was the hunter.  David was being hunted, but not by something that wanted to harm him. He was being pursued for his own good by the love of God.
We may not fully understand an ancient banquet, but we know what it is to be a guest at a feast. We don’t have to pay, we don’t have to cook, and we don’t have to wash the dishes. Our only job is to enjoy the meal. These are simple things, but they tell us very basic facts about our relationship to God in Christ. In today’s lesson, the feast referred to is a spiritual feast rather than a physical feast. God’s primary concern is that we learn to rejoice in Him rather than the things He can give us. The banquet He prepares for us is first and foremost the feast of knowing God. Apart from Christ, our conception of God has two main defining points: He is Creator and Judge. Of course, both of these are true and remain true, but a God of only in these terms is distant and frightening. When we have repented of sin and been awakened to the beauty and power of the gospel, our relationship with God takes on an entirely new dynamic. This is fundamentally defined in the fact that God is now our father. He accepts us as His children, guides us, teaches us, protects us, and cares for us. He takes great pleasure in providing for us. His ultimate goal is to remake us in the image of Christ; this is for His glory, but it is also because this is the only way we can be happy and fulfilled. The description of God as the “Father” is primarily a New Testament teaching. In the Old Testament we have other ways of describing how God relates to us, and this brings us back to Psalm 23, to the shepherd and His sheep, and to the great feast. If we take the time to look carefully at this psalm and understand the way it presents God, we can gain a new appreciation for the Father. More than that, we can gain reassurance that His care for us is perfect and that the goal of all He does with us is our good. That is the nature of us and sheep. God is constantly engineering both of our circumstances for our good and to His glory.
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Your Word is Truth-John 17:17

KJV
CONFIDENT IN THE GOOD SHEPHERD’S GUIDANCE (Psalm 23:1-3)

David's confidence in God's grace

A Psalm of David.

     1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 
CONFIDENT IN THE GOOD SHEPHERD’S COMFORT (Psalm 23:4-5)
4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.  

CONFIDENT IN THE GOOD SHEPHERD’S SECURITY (Psalm 23:6)
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

Chapter 23

[Theme:] God is seen as a caring shepherd and a dependable guide. We must follow God and obey his commands. He is our only hope for eternal life and security. 

 

[Author:] David 

Notes for 23:1

In describing the Lord as a shepherd, David wrote out of his own experience because he had spent his early years caring for sheep (1Samuel 16:10,11). Sheep are completely dependent on the shepherd for provision, guidance, and protection. The New Testament calls Jesus the good shepherd (John 10:11); the great Shepherd (Hebrews 13:20); and the Chief Shepherd (1Peter 5:4). As the Lord is the good shepherd, so we are his sheep — not frightened, passive animals, but obedient followers, wise enough to follow one who will lead us in the right places and in right ways. This psalm does not focus on the animal-like qualities of sheep, but on the discipleship qualities of those who follow. When you recognize the good shepherd, follow him! 

 

 

Psalms to Learn and Love

	Psalms to bring us into God's presence
	Psalm 29; 95:1-7a; 96; 100

	Psalms about goodness
	Psalm 1; 19; 24; 133; 136; 139

	Psalms of praise
	Psalm 8; 97; 103; 107; 113; 145; 150

	Psalms of repentance and forgiveness
	Psalm 32:1-5; 51; 103

	Psalms for times of trouble
	Psalm 3; 14; 22; 37:1-11; 42; 46; 53; 116:1-7

	Psalms of confidence and trust
	Psalm 23; 40:1-4; 91; 119:11; 121; 127


	Almost everyone, whether religious of not, has heard Psalm 23 because it is quoted so frequently. Many other psalms are also familiar because they are quoted in music, in literature, or in the words of the worship service. The psalms we know and love are the ones that come into our minds when we need them. They inspire us, comfort us, correct us just when we need a word from the Lord. If you want to begin memorizing psalms, start with some of these favorites. Memorize the whole psalm or just the verses that speak most directly to you. Or read the psalm aloud several times a day until it is part of you.


Notes for 23:2,3

When we allow God our shepherd to guide us, we have contentment. When we choose to sin, however, we go our own way and cannot blame God for the environment we create for ourselves. Our shepherd knows the "green pastures" and "quiet waters" that will restore us. We will reach these places only by following him obediently. Rebelling against the shepherd's leading is actually rebelling against our own best interests. We must remember this the next time we are tempted to go our own way rather than the shepherd's way. 

 

Notes for 23:4

Death casts a frightening shadow over us because we are entirely helpless in its presence. We can struggle with other enemies — pain, suffering, disease, injury — but strength and courage cannot overcome death. It has the final word. Only one person can walk with us through death's dark valley and bring us safely to the other side — the God of life, our shepherd. Because life is uncertain, we should follow this shepherd who offers us eternal comfort. 

 

Notes for 23:5,6

In ancient Near Eastern culture, at a banquet it was customary to anoint a person with fragrant oil as a lotion. Hosts were also expected to protect their guests at all costs. God offers the protection of a host even when enemies surround us. In the final scene of this psalm, we see that believers will dwell with God. God, the perfect shepherd and host, promises to guide and protect us through life to bring us into his house forever. 

—Life Application Bible Notes
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Some material for our lesson outlines copied from Lifeway Advanced Bible Commentary

(Class web site address) http://www.firstbaptistdublin.com/TownsendSmithSSClass.html 


