FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

[image: image1.wmf]405 Bellevue Avenue                                                                   

Dublin, GA 31021

 Established in 1826                      

TOWNSEND-SMITH SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS

A Caring Class

 FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY: Experience a Breakthrough
THIS WEEK’S LESSON: Sunday January 20: Breakthrough in Justice
Bible Passage: Psalm 7: 1-17
100 Year Anniversary of Our Sanctuary This Year
The Sanctuary We Use Today Was First Used on December 20, 1908
Pray for and Plan to Attend our Meetings to be Held on March 2 through March 5, 2008
Remember our Day of Ministry January 27, Worship in the Family Center for morning service at 10:30 A.M.  
The ending for our country’s pledge of allegiance to our grand old flag:

One nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all  
To those who would complain about the system of justice in our country, while not perfect, our system is far ahead of any country in the world. To those who don’t believe this, you are free to leave at any time. Our country’s system of justice is still relatively young when compared to other nations of the world. It is still evolving; it is still changing with the change in times.
We will find that every legal system has its flaws, and in ancient Israel the main problem was that it was fairly easy to cheat the poor of their rights either by bribing the jury at the gate or by calling in false witnesses. The 21st Chapter of 1st Kings gives an account of the most notorious case of manipulation of the courts in the Old Testament. It is the story of Naboth’s vineyard, in which Jezebel had witnesses falsely testify against Naboth. (1 Kings 21: 1-16).
 Of all the 73 Psalms attributed to King David, it is not always easy to link a given Psalm with a particular event in his life. In this Psalm for today’s lesson, bible scholars are not sure what the background is for this particular one. Nor do we know exactly at what time in David’s life this Psalm was written. Early his life he was constantly on the move since he was pursued by a paranoid King Saul. 

Judging from verses 3-5, David may have been accused of some kind of crime or malicious act. Perhaps he was under formal accusation (for example, in Saul’s court), or perhaps his enemies were spreading rumors that he was a man who could not be trusted. Whatever the circumstances, David felt compelled to plead his innocence and lay himself before the judgment of God before proceeding further with his prayer. The lesson for us here is that when we are in a conflict or in a difficult situation involving other parties, we must always lay ourselves before God and seek His justice. We cannot simply pray that God will be on our side. Sometimes the simple act of honestly seeking justice from God will have the effect of enabling us to see matters from a different perspective and to seek reconciliation with another. In David’s case, however, it seems that his enemies were so vicious that reconciliation was not going to happen. Even so, David could not neglect to submit everything, including himself, to God’s justice.
In this individual lament psalm, David confidently seeks God for deliverance, affirms his innocence, appeals to God to vindicate him from slander, and bring judgment on his wicked enemies, and resolves to praise God for His righteousness. This is the first of the imprecatory psalms, which contain an invocation of judgment, calamity, or curse against one’s enemies who are viewed as the enemies of God. (Dr. Charles Ryrie)  
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SEEK REGUGE IN GOD (Psalm 7:1-2)
1 Lord my God, I seek refuge in You; save me from all my pursuers and rescue me, 2 or they will tear me like a lion, ripping me apart, with no one to rescue me. 

EVALUATE YOUR ACTIONS (Psalm 7:3-5)

3 Lord my God, if I have done this, if there is injustice on my hands, 4 if I have done harm to one at peace with me or have plundered my adversary without cause, 5 may an enemy pursue and overtake me; may he trample me to the ground and leave my honor in the dust. Selah 

CALL FOR GOD’S JUSTICE 
(Psalm 7:6-11)

6 Rise up, Lord, in Your anger; lift Yourself up against the fury of my adversaries; awake for me; You have ordained a judgment. 7 Let the assembly of peoples gather around You; take Your seat on high over it. 8 The Lord judges the peoples; vindicate me, Lord, according to my righteousness and my integrity.   9 Let the evil of the wicked come to an end, but establish the righteous. The One who examines the thoughts and emotions is a righteous God. 10 My shield is with  God, who saves the upright in heart. 11 God is a righteous judge, and a God who executes justice every day. 

RELY ON GOD TO RESPOND WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS (Psalm 7:12-17)

12 If anyone does not repent, God  will sharpen His sword; He has strung His bow and made it ready. 13 He has prepared His deadly weapons; He tips His arrows with fire. 14 See, he is pregnant with evil, conceives trouble, and gives birth to deceit. 15 He dug a pit and hollowed it out, but fell into the hole he had made. 16 His trouble comes back on his own head, and his violence falls on the top of his head. 17 I will thank the Lord for His righteousness; I will sing about the name of the Lord, the  Most High. 

[Theme:] A request for justice against those who make slanderous comments. God is the perfect judge and will punish those who persecute the innocent. 

 

[Author:] David 

Notes for 7:1

Shiggaion may be a term derived from the verb "to err" or "to wander;" it might also mean "wild" or "ecstatic." It is a poem written with intense feeling, a lament to stir the emotions. 

 

7:1-6 Have you ever been falsely accused or so badly hurt that you wanted revenge? David wrote this psalm in response to the slanderous accusations of those who claimed he was trying to kill Saul and seize the throne (1Samuel 24:9-11). Instead of taking matters into his own hands and striking back, David cried out to God for justice. The proper response to slander is prayer, not revenge, because God says, "It is mine to avenge; I will repay" (Romans 12:19; see also Deuteronomy 32:35,36; Hebrews 10:30). Instead of striking back, ask God to take your case, bring justice, and restore your reputation. 

 

Notes for 7:9

God "searches minds and hearts." Nothing is hidden from God — this can be either terrifying or comforting. Our thoughts are an open book to him. Because he knows even our motives, we have no place to hide, no way to pretend we can get away with sin. But that very knowledge also gives us great comfort. We don't have to impress God or put up a false front. Instead, we can trust God to help us work through our weaknesses in order to serve him as he has planned. When we truly follow God, he rewards our effort. 

 

Notes for 7:14-16

When allowed to run its course, evil destroys itself. Violent people become victims of violence, and liars become victims of others' deceit (Psa 9:15,16). But in the process, innocent people are hurt. Sometimes God intervenes and stops evildoers in their tracks in order to protect his followers. At other times, for reasons known only to him, God allows evil to continue even though innocent people are hurt. It is during these times that we must ask God to protect us. Remember that God will execute final justice, even if it is not during our lifetime. 

 

Notes for 7:17

During a time of great evil and injustice, David was grateful that God is righteous (see also PSa 7:11). When we wonder if anyone is honest or fair, we can be assured that God will continue to bring justice and fairness when we involve him in our activities. If you ever feel that you are being treated unfairly, ask the one who is always fair and just to be with you. Then thank him for his presence (see Isaiah 42:1-6). 
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Some material for our lesson outlines copied from Lifeway Advanced Bible Commentary

(Class web site address) http://www.firstbaptistdublin.com/TownsendSmithSSClass.html 


