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TOWNSEND SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS

A Caring Class

THEME FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER: The Savior of Christmas
THIS WEEK’S LESSON: Sunday December 23, 2007: Celebrating The Savior’s Birth
Bible Passage: Luke 2:4-12,16-20
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9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. 10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. (KJV)
In spite of all the many evidences of the birth of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, there are still people today who seem to remain unconvinced that such an event ever occurred, the Biblical account not withstanding.
Since we all know and believe that our God is in control of everything, then we can be sure that all the events leading to the birth of Jesus are true. In the mind of God, nothing is unaccounted for. There were then and are now, many people that are being used by God in the accomplishment of His Plan of “Redemptive Purposes” that didn’t even know that they were being used.

The Roman Emperor, Caesar Augustus issued a decree to register (record) those in his empire. This order was an administrative control effort for military and taxation purposes. Qurinius, the Syrian governor, carried out the edict in the land of Canaan. Augustus used the Jewish regard for their ancestral origins as the registration basis. The Jewish people were exempt from military service but were forced to pay taxes. This was the first census taken. More would follow.
Luke 2:1-3 explains the reason for Joseph and Mary’s making the long journey to Bethlehem. Caesar Augustus was the emperor of the Roman Empire from 27 B.C. until A.D. 14. God used him to relocate Joseph by calling for this census. This edict required, by Roman law, that every man to return to the place of his birth. In Luke 1 we were told that Joseph lived in the town of Nazareth in Galilee (1:26-27) Nine months later he made a journey of about 85-90 miles to Bethlehem in Judah. The text says he went up (even though he journeyed southward) because of the difference in elevation. (Nazareth is 1830 feet above sea level, while the elevation of Bethlehem is 2,564 feet.) Bethlehem is described as the city of David because it is the original home of King David. Luke was careful to trace the lineage of Jesus back to David because of a promise God made to this king about 1,000 years before Jesus was born. He said, “your house and kingdom will endure before me forever, and your throne will be established forever” (2 Samuel 7:16). The words of Gabriel to Mary referenced this same truth: “He will be great and will be called the son of the most high, and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David” (1:32)
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APPRECIATE THE CHALLENGING CIRCUMSTANCES (Luke 2:4-7)

4 And Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family line of David, 5 to be registered along with Mary, who was  engaged to him and was pregnant. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 Then she gave birth to her firstborn Son, and she wrapped Him snugly in cloth and laid Him in a feeding trough—because there was no room for them at the inn. 

TELL THE GOOD NEWS Luke 2:8-12)

8 In the same region, shepherds were staying out in the fields and keeping watch at night over their flock. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid, for look, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the people: 11 today a Savior, who is  Messiah the Lord, was born for you in the city of David. 12 This will be the sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped snugly in cloth and lying in a manger.” 

PRAISE GOD FOR SENDING THE SAVIOR (Luke 2:16-20)
16 They hurried off and found both Mary and Joseph, and the baby who was lying in the feeding trough. 17 After seeing [them] , they reported the message they were told about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary was treasuring up all these things in her heart and meditating on them. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had seen and heard, just as they had been told. 

2:4 Joseph and Mary were both descendants of David. The Old Testament is filled with prophecies that the Messiah would be born in David's royal line (see, for example, Isaiah 11:1; Jeremiah 33:15; Ezekiel 37:24; Hosea 3:5). 

 

Notes for 2:7

Bands of cloth were used to keep a baby warm and give it a sense of security. These cloths were believed to protect its internal organs. The custom of wrapping infants this way is still practiced in many Mideastern countries. 

 

2:7 This mention of the manger is the basis for the traditional belief that Jesus was born in a stable. Stables were often caves with feeding troughs (mangers) carved into the rock walls. Despite popular Christmas card pictures, the surroundings were dark and dirty. This was not the atmosphere the Jews expected as the birthplace of the Messiah King. They thought their promised Messiah would be born in royal surroundings. We should not limit God by our expectations. He is at work wherever he is needed in our sin-darkened and dirty world. 

 

2:7 Although our first picture of Jesus is as a baby in a manger, it must not be our last. The Christ-child in the manger has been made into a beautiful Christmas scene, but we cannot leave him there. This tiny, helpless baby lived an amazing life, died for us, ascended to heaven, and will come back to this earth as King of kings. Christ will rule the world and judge all people according to their decisions about him. Do you still picture Jesus as a baby in a manger — or is he your Lord? Make sure you don't underestimate Jesus. Let him grow up in your life. 

 

Shepherds visit Jesus

(10) 

Notes for 2:8

God continued to reveal his Son, but not to those we might expect. Luke records that Jesus' birth was announced to shepherds in the fields. These may have been the shepherds who supplied the lambs for the temple sacrifices that were performed for the forgiveness of sin. Here the angels invited these shepherds to greet the Lamb of God (John 1:36), who would take away the sins of the whole world forever. 

 

 

To Fear or Not to Fear

	Person
	Reference

	Abraham
	Genesis 15:1

	Moses
	Numbers 21:34Deuteronomy 3:2

	Joshua
	Joshua 8:1

	Jeremiah
	Lamentations 3:57

	Daniel
	Daniel 10:12, 19

	Zechariah
	Luke 1:13

	Mary
	Luke 1:30

	Shepherds
	Luke 2:10

	Peter
	Luke 5:10

	Paul
	Acts 27:23, 24

	John
	Revelation 1:17, 18


	People in the Bible who were confronted by God or his angels all had one consistent response - fear. To each of them, God's response was always the same - don't be afraid. As soon as they sensed that God accepted them and wanted to communicate with them, their fear subsided. He had given them freedom to be his friends. Has he given you the same freedom?


 

2:8-15 What a birth announcement! The shepherds were terrified, but their fear turned to joy as the angels announced the Messiah's birth. First the shepherds ran to see the baby; then they spread the word. Jesus is your Messiah, your Savior. Do you look forward to meeting him in prayer and in his Word each day? Have you discovered a Lord so wonderful that you can't help sharing your joy with your friends? 

 

Notes for 2:9,10

The greatest event in history had just happened! The Messiah had been born! For ages the Jews had waited for this, and when it finally occurred, the announcement came to humble shepherds. The good news about Jesus is that he comes to all, including the plain and the ordinary. He comes to anyone with a heart humble enough to accept him. Whoever you are, whatever you do, you can have Jesus in your life. Don't think you need extraordinary qualifications — he accepts you as you are. 

 

Notes for 2:11-14

Some of the Jews were waiting for a savior to deliver them from Roman rule; others hoped the Christ (Messiah) would deliver them from physical ailments. But Jesus, while healing their illnesses and establishing a spiritual kingdom, delivered them from sin. His work is more far-reaching than anyone could imagine. Christ paid the price for sin and opened the way to peace with God. He offers us more than temporary political or physical changes — he offers us new hearts that will last for eternity. 

 

Notes for 2:14

The story of Jesus' birth resounds with music that has inspired composers for 2,000 years. The angels' song is an all-time favorite. Often called the Gloria after its first word in the Latin translation, it is the basis of modern choral works, traditional Christmas carols, and ancient liturgical chants. 

 

—Life Application Bible Notes
CHRISTMAS IS A TIME FOR WORSHIPING

Like the shepherds we must give all the glory for this miracle by praising God and thanking Him for loving us to the extent of sending His only son to become a sacrifice for our sin. Now we can be reconciled to God and be effective witnesses of this life-changing miracle. THE GREATEST EVENT IN THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD! 

COPIED FROM

WHAT BAPTISTS BELIEVE

DR. Hershel H. Hobbs

1964 Broadman Press

ALL READERS SHOULD KNOW AND BELIEVE  THAT:

GOD IS OMNISCIENT, (ALL KNOWING) OMNIPOTENT, (ALL POWERFUL)

 AND OMNIPRESENT (PRESENT IN ALL OF TIME AND SPACE ALL AT ONE TIME)

If we do not believe this, none of God’s activity in the world will make any sense at all.

God created man with a freedom of choice to choose to accept his plan of salvation or else, reject it. God is always in control of everything. Everything He does is right. He never makes a mistake. Nothing ever comes as a surprise to God. We believer on ONE GOD WHO MANIFESTS HIMSELF IN THREE BEINGS. God the Father, God The Son, and God The Holy Spirit.

CHAPTER 1

GOD THE FATHER

Foreknowledge of God

The foreknowledge of God is based on His omniscience or all knowledge. Since the Bible views God as present at all times and in all places contemporaneously in His universe, He knows all things simultaneously. Thus He knows all things before they occur.
The Greek verb “foreknow” (proginosko) occurs five times in the New testament where it is variously translated (Acts 26:5, know; Romans 8:29; 11:2, foreknow; 1 Peter 1:20, foreordain; 2 Peter 3:17, know before). The noun “foreknowledge” is used twice (Acts 2:23; 1 Peter 1:2).

There are three principal positions in theology with regard to this doctrine. Calvinists hold that since God has willed what happens in the future, He knows that it will happen. Apparently, some Calvinists, like some Primitive Baptists, believe that mankind is born, either destined for heaven or hell. Man has no choice in the matter. Arminians insist that while man is free, God knows his choices in advance. Socinians contend that God knows all that is knowable, but that events determined by man’s free choice is unknowable.

Two questions arise out of the first and third positions. First, does God’s foreknowledge of an event predetermine its occurrence? The answer is “no”. To foreknow an automobile accident does not cause it. God’s foreknowledge of man’s sin does not necessitate it. Or else it is not a matter of free choice, and it makes God the author of evil. God does not cause evil in any sense, nor does He will it. He permits it in that He does not intervene to prevent it. But to say that God wills it, therefore it must be, is to ignore the holy nature of God.

Second, does man’s free choice rule out the foreknowledge of God? Those holding this view insist that foreknowledge is bases on a chain of events which determine the final result. That free choice is not determined by antecedent events, else it is not free choice. Therefore, God cannot foreknow the choice.

But God’s omniscienence is not serially obtained. “God knows immediately and directly without the need of inference from antecedent motives” (Dr. E.Y. Mullins) Otherwise God could not control and guide His universe to His purposeful ends. “Other wills, not His own, would fix the course of events and the destiny of His creatures” (Dr. Mullins). The Bible teaches that God does foreknow man’s choices (Job 1:8 ff.). 

The New Testament uses of foreknowledge relate it to both sin and salvation. Foreknowing man’s sin God had a foreknowledge of the cross. (Acts 2:23) But His foreknowledge did not itself cause them. Because He foreknew sin, He also foreknew the cross, His remedy for sin.  

Foreknowledge is also related to election (1 Peter 1:2). This refers to the election of individuals only in the sense that God foreknew who would receive or reject His provision for sin. (cf Romans 8:29a). But even God’s foreknowledge leaves man free and responsible in his choice. The Bible does not try to harmonize God’s sovereignty and man’s free will with respect to His foreknowledge. It assumes them both to be true. This remains a mystery to our finite minds but not to the infinite mind of God.

CHAPTER 7

SALVATION

Election or Predestination

The doctrine of election is one of the most vital in the Bible. It is also one of the most misunderstood. The word “election” does not appear in the Old Testament (KJV) and is found only in six verses of the New Testament (Romans 9:11; 11:5,7,28; 1 Thess. 1:4; 2 Peter 1:10). The world “elect” appears four times in the Old Testament and sixteen times in the New Testament. The word translated “elect” is sometimes rendered “chosen.” 

The noun “predestination” does not appear in the Bible (KJV). The verb predestinate occurs four times (Romans 8:29-30; Ephesians 1:5,11). But the Greek verb which it translates is found six times. In Acts 4:28 it is rendered. “determined  before”; in 1 Corinthians 2:7 it reads “ordained.” Where the verb “predestinate” is used in the King James Version, the American Standard Version employs “foreordain.” The English Word “predestinate” is derived from the Latin praedestinare, prae  (before), and  destinare  (to destine).  But the Greek word is proorizo, to mark out or determine beforehand. 

Some religious denominations use the words “election and predestination” to mean that a person is born destined for either heaven or hell, which, of course, is not true.

“Election” or “predestination” does not mean that God acts out of His own will to the neglect of man’s will. Nor does it refer to the salvation of a few or the election of individuals. It is no excuse for fatalism. Election is not mechanical. It involves a God who is love and a man who is morally responsible. It never appears in the Bible as a violation of human will. There are two elements involved in election. God is sovereign in that He can do that which He wills and which is in accord with His nature. He is not only omnipotent; He is love. Furthermore, man, made in God’s image, possesses free will. 

He has the power of choice (Genesis 3:1-6), is capable of a sense of guilt (Genesis 3:7), and is responsible for his choices (Genesis 3:8-24). To our finite minds God’s sovereignty and man’s free will appear to conflict, but in the finite mind of God there is no conflict.

E.Y. Mullins describes the God side of election. He keeps the reigns of government in His hands. He guides the universe to His own glorious end. That end embodies the highest ideals of holiness and love.” But on the man side, man by his free will may accept or reject God’s sovereign will. He is responsible for his choices.

When reduced to its simplest elements election is twofold: 

First, God elected a plan of salvation which He accomplished in Christ. Man may either reject this plan or accept it. Romans 8:29-30 means that an omniscient God knew beforehand who would reject or accept His salvation. But His foreknowledge does not make Him responsible for man’s choice. God proposes to justify, or declare righteous, all who accept His plan. He will glorify all such in the end.

Second, God elected a people to make known His elected plan of salvation (cf Genesis 12:2-3; Exodus 19:5-6; Matthew 21: 33-41; 1 Peter 2:4-10). Salvation is not merely a privilege to be enjoyed. It is a gospel to be shared. To refuse to do so does not deprive a Christian of his salvation, but he loses the privilege of being used in God’s glorious redemptive purpose.

Thus election is to both salvation and evangelism. In both the free will of man determines the final result. By free will man can elect to be saved but elect to be barren Christians. God forbid! Men can also elect to be both saved and fruitful Christians. In such lives the sovereign will of God and the free will of man find their divinely intended relationship (John 15:16).

THE BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST IS THE BEGINNING OF THE END OF GOD’S PERFECT

PLAN OF REDEMPTIVE PURPOSES
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