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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

Townsend Sunday School Class

 Sunday School Lesson For: Sunday December 3, 2006 

 THEME FOR DECEMBER 2006: Life Changing Gifts
This Sunday's Lesson: Faith That Works

Background Scripture: Hebrews 11:1-2,5-7,32-38; 12:1-2
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Your Word is Truth (John 17: 17)

NOW FAITH IS THE SUBSTANCE OF THINGS HOPED FOR, THE EVIDENCE OF THINGS NOT SEEN (Hebrews 11:1, KJV)

The first three sessions in the Bible study this month focus on faith, hope, and love. December is a timely month for us to focus on these distinctive gifts from God. As we celebrate the first advent of Christ, we will be thinking about the One who perfectly revealed and embodied faith, hope, and love.

These gifts appear separate and distinct; they easily fit together in a study theme. Faith is our response of trust in God’s revelation of Himself and His truth.  Hope grows out of faith and is our confident expectation that God’s promises will come to pass. Love comes from God and expresses itself in self-denying actions that help others. All three of these gifts are realized through a personal relationship with Jesus and the salvation He imparts. These gifts can and do, literally change the lives of many people!

The Greek word translated author or source in Hebrews 12:2 refers to one who is the originator of something and who leads others to follow the same path or process. Jesus is the one who initiated the life of faith He calls us to live. He set the example of faith for all who would believe in Him and follow Him as Lord. The same word occurs in Hebrews 2:10, “For it was fitting, in bringing many sons to glory, that He … should make the source of their salvation perfect through sufferings.” All the sufferings Jesus endured on our behalf were evidence of His being our source of salvation. Jesus is the pioneer of the Christian faith: He blazed the trail of the God-filled life for us to follow. 

My Smith Family great-grandparents lived in Washington County. My great-grandfather, Zechariah Smith, had enlisted in the “Georgia State Line” on February 16th of 1863. He was only 39 years old. After enlisting, he was transferred to a duty station north of Atlanta. His unit was one of those who were to fight against General Sherman as he came down into Georgia.  While there, he developed typhoid fever, and not knowing how to treat this disease, the doctor assigned to his unit sent him home to Washington County to die. He died on the 16th of September 1863.  Two months later, my grandfather was born, 19 days before Christmas, on December 6, 1863. My great grandmother already had four small Children to take care of, and after my grandfather’s birth, another small mouth to feed was added to her daily routine. It would be a lonely time in Sophie Smith’s home that Christmas in 1863.
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THE NATURE OF FAITH (Hebrews 11: 1-2)

How Can Our Faith Grow?

1 Now faith is the reality of what is hoped for, the proof of what is not seen. 2 For by it our ancestors were approved. 
Heb 11:1-2 (HCSB)

EXAMPLES OF FAITH (Hebrews 11:5-7,32-38)

How Can We please God?

5 By faith, Enoch was taken away so that he did not experience death, and he was not to be found because God took him away. For prior to his transformation he was approved, having pleased God. 6 Now without faith it is impossible to please God, for the one who draws near to Him must believe that He exists and rewards those who seek Him. 7 By faith Noah, after being warned about what was not yet seen, in reverence built an ark to deliver his family. By this he condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith. 

32 And what more can I say? Time is too short for me to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets, 33 who by faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the raging of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, gained strength after being weak, became mighty in battle, and put foreign armies to flight. 35 Women received their dead raised to life again. Some men were tortured, not accepting release, so that they might gain a better resurrection, 36 and others experienced mockings and scourgings, as well as bonds and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawed in two, they died by the sword, they wandered about in sheepskins, in goatskins, destitute, afflicted, and mistreated. 38 The world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts, mountains, caves, and holes in the ground. 

Heb 11:5-7,32-38-HCSB
ENDURANCE OF FAITH (Hebrews 12:1-2)

How Can We persevere in faith?

1 Therefore since we also have such a large cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us lay aside every weight and the sin that so easily ensnares us, and run with endurance the race that lies before us, 2 keeping our eyes on Jesus, the source and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that lay before Him endured a cross and despised the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of God’s throne. 

Heb 12:1-2 (HCSB)

Notes for 11:4

Cain and Abel were Adam and Eve's first two sons. Abel offered a sacrifice that pleased God, while Cain's sacrifice was unacceptable. Abel's Profile is found in Genesis 6. Cain's Profile is in Genesis 7. Abel's sacrifice (an animal substitute) was more acceptable to God, both because it was a blood sacrifice and, most important, because of Abel's attitude when he offered it. 

 

Notes for 11:6

Believing that God exists is only the beginning; even the demons believe that much (James 2:19,20). God will not settle for mere acknowledgment of his existence. He wants a personal, dynamic relationship with you that will transform your life. Those who seek God will find that they are rewarded with his intimate presence. 

 

11:6 Sometimes we wonder about the fate of those who haven't heard of Christ and have not even had a Bible to read. God assures us that all who honestly seek him — who act in faith on the knowledge of God that they possess — will be rewarded. When you tell others the gospel, encourage them to be honest and diligent in their search for truth. Those who hear the gospel are responsible for what they have heard (see 2Corinthians 6:1,2). 

 

Notes for 11:7

Noah experienced rejection because he was different from his neighbors. God commanded him to build a huge boat in the middle of dry land, and although God's command seemed foolish, Noah obeyed. Noah's obedience made him appear strange to his neighbors, just as the new beliefs of Jewish Christians undoubtedly made them stand out. As you obey God, don't be surprised if others regard you as "different." Your obedience makes their disobedience stand out. Remember, if God asks you to do something, he will give you the necessary strength to carry out that task. For more information on Noah, see his Profile in Genesis 8. 

Notes for 11:32-35

The Old Testament records the lives of the various people who experienced these great victories. Joshua and Deborah conquered kingdoms (the book of Joshua; Judges 4; 5). Nehemiah administered justice (the book of Nehemiah). Daniel was saved from the mouths of lions (Daniel 6). Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were kept from harm in the furious flames of a fiery furnace (Daniel 3). Elijah escaped the edge of the swords of evil Queen Jezebel's henchmen (1Kings 19:2ff). Hezekiah regained strength after sickness (2Kings 20). Gideon was powerful in battle (Judges 7). A widow's son was brought back to life by the prophet Elisha (2Kings 4:8-37).

     We, too, can experience victory through faith in Christ. Our victories over oppressors may be like those of the Old Testament saints, but more likely, our victories will be directly related to the role God wants us to play. Even though our bodies deteriorate and die, we will live forever because of Christ. In the promised resurrection, even death will be defeated and Christ's victory will be made complete. 

 

11:32-40 These verses summarize the lives of other great men and women of faith. Some experienced outstanding victories, even over the threat of death. But others were severely mistreated, tortured, and even killed. Having a steadfast faith in God does not guarantee a happy, carefree life. On the contrary, our faith almost guarantees us some form of abuse from the world. While we are on earth, we may never see the purpose of our suffering. But we know that God will keep his promises to us. Do you believe that God will keep his promises to you? 

 

Notes for 11:35-39

Many think that pain is the exception in the Christian life. When suffering occurs, they say, "Why me?" They feel as though God deserted them, or perhaps they accuse him of not being as dependable as they thought. In reality, however, we live in an evil world filled with suffering, even for believers. But God is still in control. He allows some Christians to become martyrs for the faith, and he allows others to survive persecution. Rather than asking, "Why me?" it is much more helpful to ask, "Why not me?" Our faith and the values of this world are on a collision course. If we expect pain and suffering to come, we will not be shocked when it hits. But we can also take comfort in knowing that Jesus also suffered. He understands our fears, our weaknesses, and our disappointments (see Heb 2:16-18; 4:14-16). He promised never to leave us (Matthew 28:18-20), and he intercedes on our behalf (Heb 7:24,25). In times of pain, persecution, or suffering we should trust confidently in Christ. 

Chapter 12

God's discipline proves his love

Notes for 12:1

This "great cloud of witnesses" is composed of the people described in chapter 11. Their faithfulness is a constant encouragement to us. We do not struggle alone, and we are not the first to struggle with the problems we face. Others have run the race and won, and their witness stirs us to run and win also. What an inspiring heritage we have! 

 

12:1-4 The Christian life involves hard work. It requires us to give up whatever endangers our relationship with God, to run patiently, and to struggle against sin with the power of the Holy Spirit. To live effectively, we must keep our eyes on Jesus. We will stumble if we look away from him to stare at ourselves or at the circumstances surrounding us. We should be running for Christ, not ourselves, and we must always keep him in sight. 

 

—Life Application Bible Note

(1) Living by faith can be compared to running a long-distance race in which believers strive to develop endurance.

(2) We can be encouraged in times of trial by the testimonies of faithful Christians who lived before us.
(3) Every hindrance to being faithful to Jesus must be put aside.
(4) If we keep our focus on Jesus, we can endure living by faith.
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Visit our church website @ www.firstbaptistdublin.com for a copy of this lesson by Wednesday of each week.


