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THEME FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER: BELIEVER’S HANDBOOK 201

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: Sunday November 25, 2007: Make Up Your Minds
Bible Passage: Matthew 7:13-29
Therefore, everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them will be like a sensible man who built his house on the rock. (HCSB: Matt. 7:29)
In this final lesson from Jesus’ teachings from the “Sermon on The Mount” we will learn what He had to say about Life’s Directions, about Life’s Influences, and About Life’s Foundations.
In verse 29 of today’s lesson……….because He was teaching them like one who had “authority.”
This word from the original Greek is: ἐξουσία-Phonetic pronunciation: ex-oo-see’-ah.

It literally means means: “out of being.” It refers to an authority that comes from the nature of one’s being. After hearing Jesus preach His Sermon on the Mount, the People understood that He, unlike the Jewish scribes, had authority that comes from God. Jewish rabbis typically cited lists of authorities to make their points. Unlike them, Jesus did not cite other authorities.

He had authority to teach divine truth beyond anything the professional scholars of His day had. He stood out and beyond the Jewish religious teachers of the law. The theme of authority is key throughout the Gospel of Matthew. 

Jesus’ analogy about the two foundations begins with a reference to everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them. As Jesus ended this sermon , He did so by referring to the sermon itself, and incredibly, that His words make the difference between survival and destruction, heaven and hell, life and death. Jesus had just stated that He will be the judge on judgment day (vv. 21-23), and now He indicated that the basis for that judgment would a person’s response to His teachings. Once again, however, we must be careful not to think that Jesus was advocating works salvation—that one can enter the kingdom by obeying Jesus’ teachings as much as possible. Rather, those who follow Jesus combine authentic commitment to Him with persevering obedience. We don’t obey Jesus to get into His kingdom; we obey Him because we are in His kingdom. And living according to Jesus’ teachings does not mean that a sinful believer will never sin; it does mean that he or she will avoid living a sinful lifestyle.

Jesus used this common knowledge of building houses to illustrate His final point about how we should live. The two foundations correspond to two kinds of people: a sensible (or wise) man…   
Built his house on the rock (or a slab), while a foolish…man built his house on the sand. When the storm came—with its rain and rising rivers and winds—the result was predictable. The house that was built on sand collapsed and its collapse was great! Those who ignore the teachings of Jesus are headed toward a hurricane. Their lives will become a shambles, and their final destruction will be swift, complete, and irreversible. 
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ABOUT LIFE’S DIRECTIONS (Matthew 7:13-14)

13 “Enter through the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the road is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who go through it. 14 How narrow is the gate and difficult the road that leads to life, and few find it. 

ABOUT LIFE’S INFLUENCES (Matthew 7:15-23)
15 “Beware of false prophets who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravaging wolves. 16 You’ll recognize them by their fruit. Are grapes gathered from thorn bushes or figs from thistles? 17 In the same way, every good tree produces good fruit, but a bad tree produces bad fruit. 18 A good tree can’t produce bad fruit; neither can a bad tree produce good fruit. 19 Every tree that doesn’t produce good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 So you’ll recognize them by their fruit. 21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord!’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but [only] the one who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 On that day many will say to Me, ‘Lord, Lord, didn’t we prophesy in Your name, drive out demons in Your name, and do many miracles in Your name?’ 23 Then I will announce to them, ‘I never knew you! Depart from Me, you lawbreakers!’   

ABOUT LIFE’S FOUNDATIONS (Matthew 7:24-29)

24 “Therefore, everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them will be like a sensible man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain fell, the rivers rose, and the winds blew and pounded that house. Yet it didn’t collapse, because its foundation was on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears these words of Mine and doesn’t act on them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27 The rain fell, the rivers rose, the winds blew and pounded that house, and it collapsed. And its collapse was great!” 28 When Jesus had finished this sermon, the crowds were astonished at His teaching, 29 because He was teaching them like one who had authority, and not like their  scribes. 
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DO YOU KNOW FOR SURE IF YOU ARE SAVED?
Are you interested in finding out how you can be sure?
The Bible does not attempt to prove the existence of God. It declares Him (Genesis 1:1) Belief in God or a divine Being is practically universal. “The fool (unthinking person) hath said in his heart, There is no God” (Psalm 53:1). Note that he says in his heart, the seat of his will. In his mind he knows better. But knowing it, he wishes there was no God.

To become a Christian a person must first realize that he or she is “lost”—totally estranged from God, separated from God by a sinful nature. God’s first human creations, Adam and Eve, created in the image of God and were living in a perfect, harmonious relationship with God. He placed them in the Garden of Eden. They were free from sin in their lives. God created them with a freedom to choose between right and wrong. He only gave them only one prohibition. They could eat fruit from any tree in the Garden except from the “the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.”  They choose, wrongly, to eat of this fruit. They instantly became estranged, separated from God because of their disobedience; making the wrong choice and doing the opposite of what God had commanded them not to do. Now they had a sinful nature instead of a sinless nature.

Because of the sin of our fore-parents, Adam and Eve, all people who have ever been born or ever will be born, have a congenital birth defect. We have inherited a sinful nature that has come from them. This sinful nature has been passed down to every generation since that time. Romans 3:23 tells us “For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”  

A person alone cannot reconcile the lost relationship between himself or herself and God. To provide a remedy, God sent his only Son, Jesus, to live the perfect life God demands. Romans 6:23: “For the wages of sin (separation from God) is (spiritual) death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
Although humanity through sin has separated itself from God, the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross bridged that gap. Romans 5:8: “But God Commendeth His love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, (separated from God), Christ died for us.” 
All that God asks is that a man or woman repent (be sorry for) his or her sins, turn from them and accept the sacrifice Christ made on the cross for those sins. Romans 10:9: “That if thou shalt confess with thou mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.”
God promises in the Bible that anyone who accepts Jesus as Lord shall be saved. 

Romans 10:13:  For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.

The way we call upon Him is through prayer. “Dear Lord Jesus, I know that I am a sinner, I also know that you died on the cross for my sins and that You were raised up from the dead. I turn from myself and sin and trust You to be my Savior and Lord. Take control of my life and help me to be the person you want me to be. Save me now and save me forever. Thank you, Lord, for hearing my prayer and saving my soul. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”

16 “For God loved the world in this way: He gave His One and Only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world that He might condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through Him. 18 Anyone who believes in Him is not condemned, but anyone who does not believe is already condemned, because he has not believed in the name of the One and Only Son of God.
John 3:16-18

When we breathe our last breath, our eternal destiny is forever sealed.

The Sheep and the Goats (Matthew 25)

31 “When the  Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, just as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on His right, and the goats on the left. 34 Then the King will say to those on His right, (THE SAVED) ‘Come, you who are blessed by My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.
Matthew 25:41

41 Then He will also say to those on the left, (THE UNSAVED) ‘Depart from Me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the Devil and his angels! 

Jesus teaches about the way to heaven

(65) 

Notes for 7:13,14

The gate that leads to eternal life (John 10:7-9) is called "narrow." This does not mean that it is difficult to become a Christian, but that there is only one way to live eternally with God and only a few that decide to walk that road. Believing in Jesus is the only way to heaven, because he alone died for our sins and made us right before God. Living his way may not be popular, but it is true and right. Thank God there is one way! 

 

Jesus teaches about fruit in people's lives

( - Luke 6:43-45) 

Notes for 7:15

False prophets were common in Old Testament times. They prophesied only what the king and the people wanted to hear, claiming it was God's message. False teachers are just as common today. Jesus says to beware of those whose words sound religious but who are motivated by money, fame, or power. You can tell who they are because in their teaching they minimize Christ and glorify themselves. 

 

Notes for 7:20

We should evaluate teachers' words by examining their lives. Just as trees are consistent in the kind of fruit they produce, good teachers consistently exhibit good behavior and high moral character as they attempt to live out the truths of Scripture. This does not mean we should have witch hunts, throwing out church school teachers, pastors, and others who are less than perfect. Every one of us is subject to sin, and we must show the same mercy to others that we need for ourselves. When Jesus talks about bad trees, he means teachers who deliberately teach false doctrine. We must examine the teachers' motives, the direction they are taking, and the results they are seeking. 

 

Jesus teaches about those who build houses on rock and sand

( - Luke 6:46-49) 

Notes for 7:21

Some self-professed athletes can "talk" a great game, but that tells you nothing about their athletic skills. And not everyone who talks about heaven belongs to God's kingdom. Jesus is more concerned about our walk than our talk. He wants us to do right, not just say the right words. Your house (which represents your life, Mat 7:24) will withstand the storms of life only if you do what is right instead of just talking about it. What you do cannot be separated from what you believe. 

 

7:21-23 Jesus exposed those people who sounded religious but had no personal relationship with him. On "that day" (the day of judgment), only our relationship with Christ — our acceptance of him as Savior and our obedience to him — will matter. Many people think that if they are "good" people and say religious things, they will be rewarded with eternal life. In reality, faith in Christ is what will count at the judgment. 

 

Notes for 7:22

"That day" is the final day of reckoning when God will settle all accounts, judging sin and rewarding faith. 

 

Notes for 7:24

To build "on the rock" means to be a hearing, responding disciple, not a phony, superficial one. Practicing obedience becomes the solid foundation to weather the storms of life. See James 1:22-27 for more on putting into practice what we hear. 

 

Notes for 7:26

Like a house of cards, the fool's life crumbles. Most people do not deliberately seek to build on a false or inferior foundation; instead, they just don't think about their life's purpose. Many people are headed for destruction, not out of stubbornness but out of thoughtlessness. Part of our responsibility as believers is to help others stop and think about where their lives are headed and to point out the consequences of ignoring Christ's message. 

 

Notes for 7:29

The teachers of the law (religious scholars) often cited traditions and quoted authorities to support their arguments and interpretations. But Jesus spoke with a new authority — his own. He didn't need to quote anyone because he was the original Word (John 1:1). 

—Life Application Bible Notes
