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THEME FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER: BELIEVER’S HANDBOOK 201

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: Sunday November 18, 2007: 20/20 Vision
Bible Passage: Matthew 7:1-12

DO NOT JUDGE, SO THAT YOU WON’T BE JUDGED. FOR WITH THE JUDGMENT YOU USE, YOU WILL BE JUDGED, AND WITH THE MEASURE YOU USE, IT WILL BE MEASURED TO YOU
Every thought,  every spoken word,  and every deed in the life  of a kingdom citizen should be considered as to how it will influence others

The Greek verb,(κρίνω) Transliteration: krino, Phonetic pronunciation: kree’-no, is related to our noun “critic” , in the Greek means, “to judge”, in the sense of thinking through a situation and reaching a conclusion. In the New Testament, it sometimes applies to judging in a courtroom or legal sense, either human or divine (John 18:31; Acts 17:31; Revelation 20:13). More often it is used in a general sense. In such senses it implies a person’s selecting, preferring, or deciding for or against someone or something. The Apostle Paul required believers to judge and condemn immorality within the church. (1 Corinthians 5:12). Obviously human judgments can be flawed; only God judges perfectly. In Matthew 7:1-6 Jesus warned believers not to judge others hypocritically or self-righteously.

Jesus’ words in Matthew 7 are not about whether or not to condemn sin—only God can do that and He has—but about the danger of judgmentalism or legalism. We don’t have the right to judge or condemn people on non-moral issues, for such issues are matters of opinion and are thus open to different but equally valid viewpoints. (compare Romans 14:1.) One of the strange aspects of the Christian life is that is often easier to please God than it is to please God’s people. Some Christians turn matters of freedom into matters of life and death, and non-moral issues become moral issues—so let the judging and condemning and backbiting begin! One reason this happens is that too many Christians raise their personal views on non-moral issues to the level of God’s Word—absolute truth. To avoid such condemning practices, we must constantly test our views on various subjects by making sure the scriptures support them. Jesus explained that when we refuse to judge others in this way, we won’t be judged either. Legalism has a way of coming back to bite you, so if you don’t want people to judge you then don’t judge them. The danger is that with the judgment you use, you will be judged. There will always be someone out there who is far more legalistic than you are, someone who will find fault no matter what you do. The modern expression is that “what goes around comes around.” I may find it easy to criticize my fellow Christians for some flaws that I see so easily, but when that happens I shouldn’t be surprised if someone does the same thing to me. The standard of measure I use to put other people to the test often turns right back around so that it will be measured against me.    
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SEE YOURSELVES MORE CLEARLY  (Matthew 7: 1-6)
Do Not Judge

1 “Do not judge, so that you won’t be judged. 2 For with the judgment you use, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. 3 Why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye but don’t notice the log in your own eye? 4 Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ and look, there’s a log in your eye? 5 Hypocrite! First take the log out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye. 6 Don’t give what is holy to dogs or toss your pearls before pigs, or they will trample them with their feet, turn, and tear you to pieces.

SEE GOD MORE CLEARLY  (Matthew 7: 7-11)
Keep Asking, Searching, Knocking

7 “Keep asking, and it will be given to you. Keep searching, and you will find. Keep knocking, and the door will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who searches finds, and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 9 What man among you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? 11 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good things to those who ask Him! 12 Therefore, whatever you want others to do for you, do also the same for them—this is the Law and the Prophets. 
SEE OTHERS MORE CLEARLY (Matthew 7:12)

12 Therefore, whatever you want others to do for you, do also the same for them—this is the Law and the Prophets. 
Chapter 7

Jesus teaches about criticizing others

( - Luke 6:37-42) 

Notes for 7:1,2

Jesus tells us to examine our own motives and conduct instead of judging others. The traits that bother us in others are often the habits we dislike in ourselves. Our untamed bad habits and behavior patterns are the very ones that we most want to change in others. Do you find it easy to magnify others' faults while excusing your own? If you are ready to criticize someone, check to see if you deserve the same criticism. Judge yourself first, and then lovingly forgive and help your neighbor. 

 

  

7:1-5 Jesus' statement, "Do not judge," is against the kind of hypocritical, judgmental attitude that tears others down in order to build oneself up. It is not a blanket statement against all critical thinking, but a call to be discerning rather than negative. Jesus said to expose false teachers (Mat 7:15-23), and Paul taught that we should exercise church discipline (1Corinthians 5:1,2) and trust God to be the final Judge (1Corinthians 4:3-5). 

 

Notes for 7:6

Pigs were unclean animals according to God's law (Deuteronomy 14:8). Anyone who touched an unclean animal became "ceremonially unclean" and could not go to the temple to worship until the uncleanness was removed. Jesus says that we should not entrust holy teachings to unholy or unclean people. It is futile to try to teach holy concepts to people who don't want to listen and will only tear apart what we say. We should not stop giving God's Word to unbelievers, but we should be wise and discerning in what we teach to whom, so that we will not be wasting our time. 

 

Jesus teaches about asking, seeking, knocking

(64) 

Notes for 7:7,8

Jesus tells us to persist in pursuing God. People often give up after a few halfhearted efforts and conclude that God cannot be found. But knowing God takes faith, focus, and follow-through, and Jesus assures us that we will be rewarded. Don't give up in your efforts to seek God. Continue to ask him for more knowledge, patience, wisdom, love, and understanding. He will give them to you. 

Notes for 7:9,10

The child in Jesus' example asked his father for bread and fish — good and necessary items. If the child had asked for a poisonous snake, would the wise father have granted his request? Sometimes God knows we are praying for "snakes" and does not give us what we ask for, even though we persist in our prayers. As we learn to know God better as a loving Father, we learn to ask for what is good for us, and then he grants it. 
Notes for 7:11

Christ is showing us the heart of God the Father. God is not selfish, begrudging, or stingy, and we don't have to beg or grovel as we come with our requests. He is a loving Father who understands, cares, and comforts. If humans can be kind, imagine how kind God, the Creator of kindness, can be. 

 

7:11 Jesus used the expression "If you, then, though you are evil" to contrast sinful and fallible human beings with the holy and perfect God. 

Notes for 7:12

This is commonly known as the Golden Rule. In many religions it is stated negatively: "Don't do to others what you don't want done to you." By stating it positively, Jesus made it more significant. It is not very hard to refrain from harming others; it is much more difficult to take the initiative in doing something good for them. The Golden Rule as Jesus formulated it is the foundation of active goodness and mercy — the kind of love God shows to us every day. Think of a good and merciful action you can take today. 

 

—Life Application Bible Notes
As we read and study this lesson about loving God, loving others, and the Golden Rule, what attitudes or actions in your life do you now realize need a spiritual assessment? Think about some specific things that have happened recently—an unfriendly conversation with someone; a judgmental attitude toward a family member; an unwillingness to spend quality time in prayer—and then determine what you would do if you were able to live that moment over again.

Jesus knows we aren’t perfect, but He does demand that we strive to be perfect like the father in all we do (Matthew 5:48). Spiritual growth is a process, and that process involves knowing what Jesus demands of us and determining to follow through on what we have learned. We all need to continually ask God for His strength as we continue to make progress in this journey. 
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