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THEME FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER: BELIEVER’S HANDBOOK 101

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: Sunday October 28, 2007: Respect-- Find Out What it Means
Bible Passage: Matthew 33-48
AS KINGDOM CITIZENS JESUS TEACHES US THAT HONESTY IS JUST NOT THE BEST POLICY, WE LEARN THAT “HONESTY IS THE ONLY POLICY.”

With this lesson today we will have covered the fourth week of an eight week study of Jesus’ “Sermon on the Mount.” So far we have learned that in giving us the Beatitudes Jesus turned the world’s values upside down, and describe the qualities of our Lord He desires to nurture in us. And this is the same teaching that we will have in today’s lesson. The Sermon on the mount gives us a snapshot of the Christian life. God’s purpose in bringing us into His kingdom through faith in Christ is to enable us to become like Christ. (Romans 8:27-29) 
A number of things happen to us when we become saved. One of these is that God places us into a state of sanctification. (set apart) He expects us to grow spiritually within this state. What ever point in our lives we become saved; most of us fail to realize that growth within the state of sanctification is absolutely mandatory for a kingdom citizen. Then, usually, at some time later in our lives, we realize that we need to grow more spiritually mature than we were once we became saved.  For most of us, our spiritual growth is very slow, or virtually none at all. We are so preoccupied with other things such as family matters, earning a living, and just getting on with life. Then, one day we realize that we must do something about spiritual growth. For some it might be just getting into a habit of attending church regularly, for others it might be adding Sunday school to church attendance. For some it might be we begin to read the Bible daily, and we might add to this a daily prayer routine. Slowly, but surely, we begin to grow more spiritually mature. None of this comes as news to God; remember He already has a plan for your life. What we must now begin to determine is, what is God’s plan for our life and begin to change our lives to conform to that plan. This is what Jesus is doing in His Sermon on the Mount, He is telling us how kingdom citizens should be living and conducting their lives. 
In our lesson for today (Matthew 5: 38) Jesus said, “You have heard it said, an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.” He said that this is not the response of a kingdom citizen. In the Old Testament the “principal of equal retaliation” was given to guide judges in meeting out justice. The point was to make the punishment proportional to the harm done. Although it was not intended to relate to personal revenge, the Jews used it to justify retaliation. It is found in its longest form in Exodus 21:23-24. In practice, many cases likely were settled with a financial arrangement. The Exodus text applies the principal to men who, while fighting each other, strike a pregnant woman and cause harm to her baby. Leviticus 24:17-20 applies it to a false witness, making his punishment the same as the supposed crime would demand. Jesus did not overrule the judicial use of this principal, but He called on kingdom citizens to abandon the principle of retaliation and practice the principal of generosity.
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HONESTY IS THE ONLY POLICY (Matthew 5:33-37)
Tell the Truth

33 “Again, you have heard that it was said to our ancestors, You must not break your oath, but you must keep your oaths to the Lord. 34 But I tell you, don’t take an oath at all: either by heaven, because it is God’s throne; 35 or by the earth, because it is His footstool; or by Jerusalem, because it is the city of the great King. 36 Neither should you swear by your head, because you cannot make a single hair white or black. 37 But let your word ‘yes’ be ‘yes,’ and your ‘no’ be ‘no.’ Anything more than this is from the evil one.

BEYOND THE CALL OF DUTY (Matthew 5:38-42)
Go the Second Mile

38 “You have heard that it was said, An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. 39 But I tell you, don’t resist an evildoer. On the contrary, if anyone slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also. 40 As for the one who wants to sue you and take away your shirt, let him have your coat as well. 41 And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two. 42 Give to the one who asks you, and don’t turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.

LOVE YOUR ENEMIES (Matthew 5:43-48)
Love Your Enemies

43 “You have heard that it was said, Love your neighbor and hate your enemy. 44 But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. For He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward will you have? Don’t even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing out of the ordinary? Don’t even the Gentiles do the same? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

Jesus teaches about retaliation

(56) 

Notes for 5:38

God's purpose behind this law was an expression of mercy. The law was given to judges and said, in effect, "Make the punishment fit the crime." It was not a guide for personal revenge (Exodus 21:23-25; Leviticus 24:19,20; Deuteronomy 19:21). These laws were given to limit vengeance and help the court administer punishment that was neither too strict nor too lenient. Some people, however, were using this phrase to justify their vendettas against others. People still try to excuse their acts of revenge by saying, "I was just doing to him what he did to me." 

 

5:38-42 When we are wronged, often our first reaction is to get even. Instead Jesus said we should do good to those who wrong us! Our desire should not be to keep score, but to love and forgive. This is not natural — it is supernatural. Only God can give us the strength to love as he does. Instead of planning vengeance, pray for those who hurt you. 

 

Jesus teaches about loving enemies

( - Luke 6:27-36) 

Notes for 5:39-44

To many Jews of Jesus' day, these statements were offensive. Any Messiah who would turn the other cheek was not the military leader they wanted to lead a revolt against Rome. Since they were under Roman oppression, they wanted retaliation against their enemies, whom they hated. But Jesus suggested a new, radical response to injustice: instead of demanding rights, give them up freely! According to Jesus, it is more important to give justice and mercy than to receive it. 

 

Notes for 5:43,44

By telling us not to retaliate, Jesus keeps us from taking the law into our own hands. By loving and praying for our enemies, we can overcome evil with good.

     The Pharisees interpreted Leviticus 19:18 as teaching that they should love only those who love in return, and Psalm 139:19-22 and 140:9-11 as meaning that they should hate their enemies. But Jesus says we are to love our enemies. If you love your enemies and treat them well, you will truly show that Jesus is Lord of your life. This is possible only for those who give themselves fully to God, because only he can deliver people from natural selfishness. We must trust the Holy Spirit to help us show love to those for whom we may not feel love. 

 

Notes for 5:48

How can we be perfect? (1) In character. In this life we cannot be flawless, but we can aspire to be as much like Christ as possible. (2) In holiness. Like the Pharisees, we are to separate ourselves from the world's sinful values. But unlike the Pharisees, we are to be devoted to God's desires rather than our own, and carry his love and mercy into the world. (3) In maturity. We can't achieve Christlike character and holy living all at once, but we must grow toward maturity and wholeness. Just as we expect different behavior from a baby, a child, a teenager, and an adult, so God expects different behavior from us, depending on our stage of spiritual development. (4) In love. We can seek to love others as completely as God loves us.

     We can be perfect if our behavior is appropriate for our maturity level — perfect, yet with much room to grow. Our tendency to sin must never deter us from striving to be more like Christ. Christ calls all of his disciples to excel, to rise above mediocrity, and to mature in every area, becoming like him. Those who strive to become perfect will one day be perfect, even as Christ is perfect (1John 3:2,3). 

—Life Application Bible Notes
OUTLINE OF THE BEATITUDES

Living the Upside down Life

What do the Beatitudes teach us? They teach us that Jesus turned the world’s values upside down. 

The Sermon on the Mount gives us a snapshot of the Christian life. God’s purpose in bringing us into His kingdom through faith in Christ is to enable us to become like Christ.

(Romans 8:27-29) The Beatitudes describe qualities of our Lord that He desires to nurture in us
Matthew 5:3

Blessed are the poor in spirit, because the kingdom of heaven is theirs

The first quality is poor in spirit. It is first because it presents the essential attitude for entering God’s kingdom as well as for living productively in it. This is not a desirable trait to worldly people. They value the self-confident and the proud. They seek high self-esteem and glory in what they accomplish on their own.

Matthew 5:4

Blessed are those who mourn, because they will be comforted

The second pronounced blessing is on those who mourn. In this context, Jesus’ meaning is spiritual mourning, that is, mourning over sin. Generally speaking, that means grieving over the toll sin is taking on people in our society and the world. More particularly, it is mourning over our own sinful tendencies, attitudes and actions.

Matthew 5:5

Blessed are the gentle, because they will inherit the earth

The third pronouncement of blessing is to the gentle. Many people today see gentleness as a lack of confidence rooted in weakness and fear. They value those who do not allow concern for others to slow their own progress. They admire aggressive people who can bulldoze their way in a tough, competitive environment.

Matthew 5:6

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, because they shall be filled

The fourth pronounced blessing is for those who hunger and thirst for righteousness. Worldly people hunger for material benefits, advantages, and sensual delights. This is absolutely opposite to Kingdom citizens, for their hunger is for inward attitudes and outward actions that conform to God’s definition of what is right.

Matthew 5:7

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.

The words translated “merciful” and “mercy” stem from a word meaning “compassion.” The term describes love and kindness in action. Acts of mercy could include giving time, money, and effort: forgiving; mentoring: instructing: encouraging: and forbearing.

Matthew 5:8

Blessed are the pure in heart, because they will see God
The sixth quality of Kingdom citizens is to be pure in heart. Worldly people are content with outward appearances of respectability and often presume everyone has hidden motives and will take advantage of you if you give them an opening. They admire people who are crafty, and the idea of being pure in heart seems to them an absurdity. Jesus stood that kind of thinking on its head by lifting of heart as a quality that pleases God and by condemning those outwardly religious and respectable folks whose hearts were filled with “hypocrisy and lawlessness” (Matthew 23:28)

Matthew 5:9

Blessed are the peacemakers, because they will be called sons of God
The seventh proclaimed blessing is for the peacemakers. When relationships unravel in any setting, we believers certainly are to make sure we are not part of the problem.  Our responsibility goes beyond that, however. Loving God and loving our neighbor involves helping people who have fallen out of relationship with one another.

Matthew 5:10

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness, because the Kingdom of heaven is theirs

The eighth and last pronouncement of blessing is on those who are persecuted for righteousness. When we allow Christ’s’ teachings to shape our attitudes and actions, we inevitably will irritate, aggravate, and even infuriate some whose values are shaped by the unbelieving world. Their response to us may be persecution ranging from insults to physical harm and even death. The blessing repeats that of the first Beatitude: The Kingdom of heaven is theirs. This blessing seems to serve as bookends for the entire list of qualities, for it repeats the first Beatitude’s blessing, indicating the list has ended
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“Righteousness” when used of God refers to His holiness (Romans 3:5,25); when used of Christ it denotes his moral perfection or sinlessness (John 16:8,10); when used of man it connotes that which God demands or that condition which is acceptable to God (Matthew 6:33). The Jews thought of this righteousness in terms of works of the law (Romans 10:3), a righteousness which they could not achieve (Matthew 5:20).

Righteousness is one of the great words of the New Testament, appearing 92 times. It is akin to justification which appears only twice (Romans 4:25; 5:18). But righteousness means the state of being justified. 

The theme of Romans is the God-kind-of-righteousness (1:17) The word “righteousness” appears in this book 36 times. Here righteousness is not an attribute of God. It is His activity whereby God declares man righteousness or justified. This word belongs to a family of Greek nouns which do not describe what one is but what one is declared to be. So man within himself is not righteous. God declares him to be righteous as though he had not sinned. This he does because of the “righteousness of God” which is in Christ  Jesus  (10:3-10). 

This righteousness is put down to man’s account (4:3) because of his faith in Jesus Christ (John 1:12). Paul says that it is “from faith to faith” (Romans 1:17) or a matter of faith from beginning to end. Man is not saved by works but by grace. As a Christian he is to walk in good works (Ephesians 2:8-10). But he becomes righteous or justified through a judicial act of God made possible because of his grace in Christ and man’s faith therein. Only thus may one become righteous before God.    

The Old Testament teaches that God’s gracious favor had been poured out on the nation of Israel in God’s choosing Abraham and his descendants. As descendants of Abraham the Scribes and the Pharisees believed and taught that they were already righteous and thus already in the Kingdom and therefore had to need of a savior or salvation. 

In Matthew 5:20 Jesus said “For I tell you, unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven
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