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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

Townsend Sunday School Class

 Sunday School Lesson For: Sunday October 22, 2006 

STUDY THEME: Equipped For Real Life

This Sunday's Lesson: Take Hold of Usefulness

Background Scripture: 2 Timothy 2:14-26

“STUDY TO SHEW THYSELF APPROVED UNTO GOD, A WORKMAN THAT NEEDETH NOT TO BE ASHAMED, RIGHTLY DIVIDING THE WORD OF TRUTH” (KJV) (2 Timothy 2:15)

The Apostle Paul was born about the year 1 A.D. The two letters to Timothy, the pastor of the church at Ephesus, are called the “Pastoral Epistles” because they contain principals for the pastoral care of churches and qualifications for ministers. Paul wrote the second letter to Timothy from his Roman prison cell about the year 66 A.D. He was imprisoned as the result of his persecution under Nero, and he realized at the time of writing this second letter that his death was near (1:8; 4:6-8). Alone and cold in his dungeon (4:10-12), the veteran missionary wrote his young son in the faith this intensely personal letter. Soon afterward, according to tradition, he was beheaded on the Ostian Way, west of Rome.

  Can we imagine what our church and community would be like if, every member, the first thing upon waking up each morning, would pray and tell God that they are making themselves available to be used by Him all day, and in any way that He sees fit. Remember, God doesn’t call the equipped, he equips the called. He is not asking for your ability, He is asking for your availability. There is so much to be done and so much potential, in ministry, that God can use anyone and everyone who will present themselves to Him for service each day! In our study of 2 Timothy we are going to focus on the truth that God has called and, regardless of how qualified and unqualified we perceive ourselves, He will use us if we are willing to be used by Him.     

First and second Timothy were written during a time in the life of the church at Ephesus when false teachings were trying to take hold in the assembly of believers. In the first part of 2 Timothy 2, Paul charged Timothy to continue teaching others who would in turn teach others. The focus of Timothy’s teaching ministry was to be on discipling others who would become disciplers themselves. The heart of that teaching was always to be centered in Jesus Christ. “Keep in mind Jesus Christ” (2:8). In verse 11-13 Paul emphasized that message and in verse 14 he connected that message to his earlier emphasis on teaching: remind them of these things.

Instead of fighting about words, they were to keep focused on the message and the truth found in Jesus Christ. Paul underscored the importance of this by telling Timothy to charge the Ephesus Christians before god. God was called in as a witness, so to speak, of the importance of keeping one’s teaching properly focused. 
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BE APPROVED, NOT ASHAMED (2 Timothy 2:14-19)

What was the false teaching that was being spread in Ephesus?

An Approved Worker

14 Remind them of these things, charging them before God not to fight about words; this is in no way profitable and leads to the ruin of the hearers. 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who doesn’t need to be ashamed, correctly teaching the word of truth. 16 But avoid irreverent, empty speech, for this will produce an even greater measure of godlessness. 17 And their word will spread like gangrene, among whom are Hymenaeus and Philetus. 18 They have deviated from the truth, saying that the resurrection has already taken place, and are overturning the faith of some. 19 Nevertheless, God’s solid foundation stands firm, having this inscription: The Lord knows those who are His, and Everyone who names the name of the Lord must turn away from unrighteousness.[
BE SPECIAL, NOT ORDINARY (2 Timothy 2:20-21)

What do the bowls represent in Paul’s analogy?

20 Now in a large house there are not only gold and silver bowls, but also those of wood and earthenware, some for special use, some for ordinary. 21 So if anyone purifies himself from these things, he will be a special instrument, set apart, useful to the Master, prepared for every good work. 
BE WISE, NOT FOOLISH (2 Timothy 2:22-26)

What are the things a believer is to pursue?

22 Flee from youthful passions, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart. 23 But reject foolish and ignorant disputes, knowing that they breed quarrels. 24 The Lord’s slave must not quarrel, but must be gentle to everyone, able to teach, and patient, 25 instructing his opponents with gentleness. Perhaps God will grant them repentance to know the truth. 26 Then they may come to their senses and escape the Devil’s trap, having been captured by him to do his will. 
Scripture is copied from the Holman Christian Standard Bible
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