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THEME FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER: BELIEVER’S HANDBOOK 101

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: Sunday October 21, 2007: The Heart of The Matter
Bible Passage: Matthew 5: 21-32

SINCE WE AS CHRISTIANS ARE NOT LIVING UNDER OLD TESTAMENT LAW BUT UNDER GRACE, DOES IT REALLY MATTER IF WE DON’T KEEP ALL THE OLD TESTAMENT LAWS?

In Matthew 5:17 Jesus stated, “Don’t assume that I came to destroy the law or the prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.”  The Apostle Paul wrote that we Christians are “not under law” In this context, he was talking about how to be saved. We are saved by faith not by keeping the law. Jesus, however, said we who are saved must practice and teach the Old Testament commands. One purpose of the indwelling Holy Spirit is to enable us to carry out the law’s righteousness in our daily living (Romans 8:3-4). When Jesus said He had come to fulfill the law, right away we can see that the key to understand how believers under the New Testament relate to the Old Testament depends on the meaning of fulfill. The word translated fulfill means literally, “to fill up,” and figuratively it means “to bring to an intended goal.” Of course Jesus’ first coming fulfilled many of the promises and prophecies about the Messiah, and His second coming will fulfill the rest of them. However, Jesus’ claim to fulfill Scripture goes far beyond that. He was saying that all the Old Testament—every bit of it, nothing excepted—would be fulfilled in Him! That includes the ceremonial, civil and moral law. Does that mean we need to observe the ceremonial laws, such as eating only kosher food and making the prescribed Old Testament sacrifices and offerings? No, but the reason is that by His death and resurrection, Jesus has fulfilled scripture related to the ceremonial law, For example, the sacrificial system—the priests, rituals, washings, sacrifices, and articles of the tabernacle and temple—pointed to spiritual realities that He would make possible. His blood provides cleansing from sin, something animal sacrifices could only symbolize. (Hebrews 10). That cleansing makes one’s inner being, one’s heart, clean; a symbolic diet could not do that (Mark 7:17-23). The ceremonial laws were designed to point to Jesus’ coming and what He would do. When He completed His atoning work, those laws had accomplished their intended goal. They were fulfilled and no longer need to be practiced. However studying them in light of Jesus teachings and atoning work enriches our understanding and appreciation of what He has done for us.     
Jesus taught that the righteousness expected of Kingdom citizens begins in the heart. He had stressed that His followers’ righteousness had to surpass that of the scribes and Pharisees (Matthew 5:20). He them gave six examples of what that means in keeping God’s laws (Matthew 5:21-48) These examples are not exhaustive, but they include commands commonly broken by people within and outside the church. This lesson and the next will examine those examples. The thrust of each one of them is this: We are to keep not only the letter but also the spirit of God’s commands with all our hearts. 
In our studying Jesus’ teachings in His “Sermon on The Mount” we should remember:
(1) Once we are saved, there is nothing we can do, or no sin we can commit that will affect our salvation. Once saved, we can never be lost again. (2) What Jesus wanted His hearers to learn in this sermon is that there are God given standards of behavior and conduct that Citizens of the Kingdom should aim for and possess.
KNOW YOUR HEART (Matthew 5:21-26)
Murder Begins in the Heart

21 “You have heard that it was said to our ancestors, Do not murder, and whoever murders will be subject to judgment. 22 But I tell you, everyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. And whoever says to his brother, ‘Fool!’ will be subject to the Sanhedrin. But whoever says, ‘You moron!’ will be subject to hellfire. 23 So if you are offering your gift on the altar, and there you remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled with your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 25 Reach a settlement quickly with your adversary while you’re on the way with him, or your adversary will hand you over to the judge, the judge to the officer, and you will be thrown into prison. 26  I assure you: You will never get out of there until you have paid the last penny! 

GUARD YOUR HEART (Matthew 5:27-30)

Adultery in the Heart

27 “You have heard that it was said, Do not commit adultery. 28 But I tell you, everyone who looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye  causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of the parts of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of the parts of your body than for your whole body to go into hell!

CONSIDER YOUR ACTIONS (Matthew 5:31-32)
Divorce Practices Censured

31 “It was also said, Whoever divorces his wife must give her a written notice of divorce. 32 But I tell you, everyone who divorces his wife, except in a case of sexual immorality, causes her to commit adultery. And whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.

OUTLINE OF THE BEATITUDES

Living the Upside down Life

What do the Beatitudes teach us? They teach us that Jesus turned the world’s values upside down. 

The Sermon on the Mount gives us a snapshot of the Christian life. God’s purpose in bringing us into His kingdom through faith in Christ is to enable us to become like Christ.

(Romans 8:27-29) The Beatitudes describe qualities of our Lord that He desires to nurture in us
Matthew 5:3

Blessed are the poor in spirit, because the kingdom of heaven is theirs

The first quality is poor in spirit. It is first because it presents the essential attitude for entering God’s kingdom as well as for living productively in it. This is not a desirable trait to worldly people. They value the self-confident and the proud. They seek high self-esteem and glory in what they accomplish on their own.

Matthew 5:4

Blessed are those who mourn, because they will be comforted

The second pronounced blessing is on those who mourn. In this context, Jesus’ meaning is spiritual mourning, that is, mourning over sin. Generally speaking, that means grieving over the toll sin is taking on people in our society and the world. More particularly, it is mourning over our own sinful tendencies, attitudes and actions.

Matthew 5:5

Blessed are the gentle, because they will inherit the earth

The third pronouncement of blessing is to the gentle. Many people today see gentleness as a lack of confidence rooted in weakness and fear. They value those who do not allow concern for others to slow their own progress. They admire aggressive people who can bulldoze their way in a tough, competitive environment.

Some of this content was copied from Advance Bible Study published by Lifeway Church resources

Matthew 5:6

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, because they shall be filled

The fourth pronounced blessing is for those who hunger and thirst for righteousness. Worldly people hunger for material benefits, advantages, and sensual delights. This is absolutely opposite to Kingdom citizens, for their hunger is for inward attitudes and outward actions that conform to God’s definition of what is right.

Matthew 5:7

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.

The words translated “merciful” and “mercy” stem from a word meaning “compassion.” The term describes love and kindness in action. Acts of mercy could include giving time, money, and effort: forgiving; mentoring: instructing: encouraging: and forbearing.

Matthew 5:8

Blessed are the pure in heart, because they will see God
The sixth quality of Kingdom citizens is to be pure in heart. Worldly people are content with outward appearances of respectability and often presume everyone has hidden motives and will take advantage of you if you give them an opening. They admire people who are crafty, and the idea of being pure in heart seems to them an absurdity. Jesus stood that kind of thinking on its head by lifting of heart as a quality that pleases God and by condemning those outwardly religious and respectable folks whose hearts were filled with “hypocrisy and lawlessness” (Matthew 23:28)

Matthew 5:9

Blessed are the peacemakers, because they will be called sons of God
The seventh proclaimed blessing is for the peacemakers. When relationships unravel in any setting, we believers certainly are to make sure we are not part of the problem.  Our responsibility goes beyond that, however. Loving God and loving our neighbor involves helping people who have fallen out of relationship with one another.

Matthew 5:10

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness, because the Kingdom of heaven is theirs

The eighth and last pronouncement of blessing is on those who are persecuted for righteousness. When we allow Christ’s’ teachings to shape our attitudes and actions, we inevitably will irritate, aggravate, and even infuriate some whose values are shaped by the unbelieving world. Their response to us may be persecution ranging from insults to physical harm and even death. The blessing repeats that of the first Beatitude: The Kingdom of heaven is theirs. This blessing seems to serve as bookends for the entire list of qualities, for it repeats the first Beatitude’s blessing, indicating the list has ended
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“Righteousness” when used of God refers to His holiness (Romans 3:5,25); when used of Christ it denotes his moral perfection or sinlessness (John 16:8,10); when used of man it connotes that which God demands or that condition which is acceptable to God (Matthew 6:33). The Jews thought of this righteousness in terms of works of the law (Romans 10:3), a righteousness which they could not achieve (Matthew 5:20).

Righteousness is one of the great words of the New Testament, appearing 92 times. It is akin to justification which appears only twice (Romans 4:25; 5:18). But righteousness means the state of being justified. 

The theme of Romans is the God-kind-of-righteousness (1:17) The word “righteousness” appears in this book 36 times. Here righteousness is not an attribute of God. It is His activity whereby God declares man righteousness or justified. This word belongs to a family of Greek nouns which do not describe what one is but what one is declared to be. So man within himself is not righteous. God declares him to be righteous as though he had not sinned. This he does because of the “righteousness of God” which is in Christ  Jesus  (10:3-10). 

This righteousness is put down to man’s account (4:3) because of his faith in Jesus Christ (John 1:12). Paul says that it is “from faith to faith” (Romans 1:17) or a matter of faith from beginning to end. Man is not saved by works but by grace. As a Christian he is to walk in good works (Ephesians 2:8-10). But he becomes righteous or justified through a judicial act of God made possible because of his grace in Christ and man’s faith therein. Only thus may one become righteous before God.    

The Old Testament teaches that God’s gracious favor had been poured out on the nation of Israel in God’s choosing Abraham and his descendants. As descendants of Abraham the Scribes and the Pharisees believed and taught that they were already righteous and thus already in the Kingdom and therefore had to need of a savior or salvation. 

In Matthew 5:20 Jesus said “For I tell you, unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven

Jesus teaches about divorce

Notes for 5:31,32

Divorce is as hurtful and destructive today as in Jesus' day. God intends marriage to be a lifetime commitment (Genesis 2:24). When entering into marriage, people should never consider divorce an option for solving problems or a way out of a relationship that seems dead. In these verses, Jesus is also attacking those who purposefully abuse the marriage contract, using divorce to satisfy their lustful desire to marry someone else. Are your actions today helping your marriage grow stronger, or are you tearing it apart? 

 

Notes for 5:32

Jesus said that divorce is not permissible except for unfaithfulness. This does not mean that divorce should automatically occur when a spouse commits adultery. The word translated "unfaithfulness" implies a sexually immoral life-style, not a confessed and repented act of adultery. Those who discover that their partner has been unfaithful should first make every effort to forgive, reconcile, and restore their relationship. We are always to look for reasons to restore the marriage relationship rather than for excuses to leave it. 
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Matthew 5:31-32

“The saying about divorce in 5:31-32 has caused much agony and sharp disagreement. Jesus is stating an absolute ideal of marriage, and anything which breaks it is a failure of the ideal. This does not mean that it cannot be forgiven (divorce for anything other than unfaithfulness); even as Christ can forgive the word of anger, or the striking back, or the hatred of enemies, He can forgive the failure to reach the ideal in marriage. But the problem of a broken marriage cannot be legalized away—it must be faced, acknowledged, and redeemed by God’s grace.” 

