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THEME FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER: BELIEVER’S HANDBOOK 101

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: High Impact Believers
Bible Passage: Matthew 5: 13-20

YOU ARE THE SALT OF THE EARTH---YOU ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD

Have you ever thought about what is the greatest problem confronting the church of Jesus Christ today? What primarily holds it back, hinders its mission, causes it to limp rather than to march? Would you agree that it is the shallow commitment of its members? Too few of us believers consistently exhibit the qualities and blessings of the Christian life. Too often our lives contradict the faith we profess.

Jesus made it clear that citizens of the Kingdom of heaven have a vital role to play in fulfilling His redemptive purposes in the world. He had stated that believers would experience persecution from unbelievers, so some of His followers may have been tempted to go into seclusion or at least avoid worldly people as much as possible. Jesus addressed the erroneous inclinations by comparing believers to salt. Jesus’ declaration that believers are the salt of the earth tells us three things. First, He has a purpose for leaving us in this world rather than taking us immediately to heaven. Salvation not only equips for heaven, but it also equips us for Kingdom service in this present life. We are to understand the earth to mean the people of the earth; our Lord expects us to have a positive impact on their lives and thus on society as a whole. Secondly, believers impact on lost people is directly related to their being Kingdom citizens. Jesus did not say you ought to be salt; He said, you are the salt. Who is? Those who are part of God’s kingdom; that is those who are poor in spirit, mourn over sin, are gentle, long for righteousness, are merciful, are pure in heart, are peacemakers, and hold to what is right even when persecuted for doing so. Third, rather than to withdraw from particular groups of lost people, Jesus wants us to interact with them. Our effect of lost individuals is comparable to salt’s impact on food, but salt in a sack accomplishes nothing. He wants us to relate to lost people, to associate with them in ways that can influence them toward faith in Christ. Just as salt flavors or preserves food by being simply what it is, we can influence unbelievers who see us live out Christ’s character in everyday situations.  Jesus’ point is plain enough: If Christians do not behave as Kingdom citizens, they can have to effective influence of lost people and are

Of no use in carrying Jesus’ redemptive purposes for them and for society.
Jesus’ second illustration to show believers function in society was stated when He said, 

You are the light of the world. Light is best defined by contrasting it with darkness. Light enables sight; darkness blinds sight. Jesus’ thought, of course, was of spiritual light in contrast to spiritual darkness. In addition to His statement about us being the light of the world, Jesus said, I am the light of the world. Anyone who follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life. (John 8:12) When you put together these statements Jesus made, what do you have? Obviously Jesus was saying that just as He is the light of the world, it is His plan for His followers to be the light of the world. As long as He was here in the world, He was the light of the world, but He would not be here in the flesh always. When He departed, His disciples would continue what He started, and they would be the light of the world. Thus Jesus’ statement, “You are the light of the world,” is very simple and to the point. Christians are to be the reflection of the glory of Jesus Christ in a world that is living in moral and spiritual darkness. Yet for Christians to be lights in the world means more than being general reflectors of Christ’s light. Think of your life as a light for God in your neighborhood or on your job. Does it shine to call attention to yourself, your personal piety, or does it illuminate Jesus Christ in the way you strive to follow Him in all that you do and say? Again, Jesus was making a powerful declaration, as He did with salt. He was not asking for volunteers. He offered no option. 

Christians are given no choice in the matter of being salt and light in the world.   
PRESERVE INFLUENCE (Matthew 5:13)

“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt should lose its taste, how can it be made salty? It’s no longer good for anything but to be thrown out and trampled on by men.
PROJECT LIGHT (Matthew 5:14-16)
14 “You are the light of the world. A city situated on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 No one lights a lamp and puts it under a basket, but rather on a lampstand, and it gives light for all who are in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before men, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

PROMOTE RIGHTEOUSNESS  (Matthew 5:17-20)
17 “Don’t assume that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill. 18 For  I assure you: Until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or one stroke of a letter will pass from the law until all things are accomplished. 19 Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches people to do so will be called least in the kingdom of heaven. But whoever practices and teaches [these commandments] will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness surpasses that of the  scribes and  Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 

OUTLINE OF THE BEATITUDES

Living the Upside down Life

What do the Beatitudes teach us? They teach us that Jesus turned the world’s values upside down. 

The Sermon on the Mount gives us a snapshot of the Christian life. God’s purpose in bringing us into His kingdom through faith in Christ is to enable us to become like Christ.

(Romans 8:27-29) The Beatitudes describe qualities of our Lord that He desires to nurture in us
Matthew 5:3

Blessed are the poor in spirit, because the kingdom of heaven is theirs

The first quality is poor in spirit. It is first because it presents the essential attitude for entering God’s kingdom as well as for living productively in it. This is not a desirable trait to worldly people. They value the self-confident and the proud. They seek high self-esteem and glory in what they accomplish on their own.

Matthew 5:4

Blessed are those who mourn, because they will be comforted

The second pronounced blessing is on those who mourn. In this context, Jesus’ meaning is spiritual mourning, that is, mourning over sin. Generally speaking, that means grieving over the toll sin is taking on people in our society and the world. More particularly, it is mourning over our own sinful tendencies, attitudes and actions.

Matthew 5:5

Blessed are the gentle, because they will inherit the earth

The third pronouncement of blessing is to the gentle. Many people today see gentleness as a lack of confidence rooted in weakness and fear. They value those who do not allow concern for others to slow their own progress. They admire aggressive people who can bulldoze their way in a tough, competitive environment.

Some of this content was copied from Advance Bible Study published by Lifeway Church resources

Matthew 5:6

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, because they shall be filled

The fourth pronounced blessing is for those who hunger and thirst for righteousness. Worldly people hunger for material benefits, advantages, and sensual delights. This is absolutely opposite to Kingdom citizens, for their hunger is for inward attitudes and outward actions that conform to God’s definition of what is right.

Matthew 5:7

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.

The words translated “merciful” and “mercy” stem from a word meaning “compassion.” The term describes love and kindness in action. Acts of mercy could include giving time, money, and effort: forgiving; mentoring: instructing: encouraging: and forbearing.

Matthew 5:8

Blessed are the pure in heart, because they will see God
The sixth quality of Kingdom citizens is to be pure in heart. Worldly people are content with outward appearances of respectability and often presume everyone has hidden motives and will take advantage of you if you give them an opening. They admire people who are crafty, and the idea of being pure in heart seems to them an absurdity. Jesus stood that kind of thinking on its head by lifting of heart as a quality that pleases God and by condemning those outwardly religious and respectable folks whose hearts were filled with “hypocrisy and lawlessness” (Matthew 23:28)

Matthew 5:9

Blessed are the peacemakers, because they will be called sons of God
The seventh proclaimed blessing is for the peacemakers. When relationships unravel in any setting, we believers certainly are to make sure we are not part of the problem.  Our responsibility goes beyond that, however. Loving God and loving our neighbor involves helping people who have fallen out of relationship with one another.

Matthew 5:10

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness, because the Kingdom of heaven is theirs

The eighth and last pronouncement of blessing is on those who are persecuted for righteousness. When we allow Christ’s’ teachings to shape our attitudes and actions, we inevitably will irritate, aggravate, and even infuriate some whose values are shaped by the unbelieving world. Their response to us may be persecution ranging from insults to physical harm and even death. The blessing repeats that of the first Beatitude: The Kingdom of heaven is theirs. This blessing seems to serve as bookends for the entire list of qualities, for it repeats the first Beatitude’s blessing, indicating the list has ended

