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THEME FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER: Living for another world in this world

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: September 30, 2007: Reading the Handwriting on The Wall
Background Scripture: Daniel 5: 1-6,22-28,30-31

BE NOT DECEIVED; GOD IS NOT MOCKED; FOR WHATSOEVER A MAN SOWETH, THAT SHALL HE ALSO REAP (Galatians 6:7)
Our last lesson in this series for the month of September is taken from the 5th Chapter of Daniel. 

The events of the 5th Chapter of Daniel take place some time in the year 539 B.C. The one king we have focused on the most during this study was King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon., said to be the greatest king the Middle East has ever produced. His father, king of Babylon, was named, Nabopolassar (na-boh-poh-lass’-ssar). Nebuchadnezzar died in 562 and was succeeded on the Babylonian Throne by his son, Amal-Merodach. He only reigned for a period of two years and he was succeeded by Neriglissar (559-555), who was succeeded by Nabonadus (na-boh-ni’-duhss) (555-539). Sometime before 539 B.C., Belshazzar served as coregent for his father, Nabonidus and as “king of Babylon” during his father’s 10 year self-imposed exile in Arabia. Nabonidus was actually Babylon’s last king.  Approximately 25 years passed between Daniel 4 and Daniel 5. 

Background on the gold and silver vessels taken from the temple in Jerusalem by the army of King Nebuchadnezzar during the siege and destruction of Jerusalem and Solomon’s Temple in 586 B.C.
Part of God’s instructions to Moses for constructing the Wilderness Tabernacle included fashioning plates, dishes, pitchers, bowls, utensils, and other implements of pure gold for use in ceremonies (Ex. 25:29; 40:9). Solomon also made Gold furnishings for the first temple (Chron. 4:1-22.) There were at least 5,400 articles of gold and silver made, and probably more (Ezra 1:7-11). These items were consecrated as Holy to The Lord and strictly for use in worshiping the God of Israel. Only the priests who were ceremonially clean could touch the Holy things (Isa. 52:11) Anyone else who touched them would die (Num. 4:15). Why was God so strict and severe about how these vessels were to be handled? The reason is God is Holy, and He wanted His people to take His Holiness seriously. When used in worship, the vessels represented God’s call to His people to Holiness in worship and life.

You will remember the time when The Ark of The Covenant was being transported on an ox cart and how the oxen pulling the cart stumbled. Uzziah reached out his hand to steady the Ark and was immediately killed, just for placing his hand on the Ark. King David was confused and angry about this, but he forgot what was most important then and is important today. God is utterly Holy and the Ark of the Covenant with Israel was Holy too, as were the vessels taken from Solomon’s Temple by the Babylonians.  
Some Biblical accounts are troubling for us, because we do not start with the awesome Holiness of God when trying to understand them. Only the righteousness we have in Christ allows us access to a Holy God. Otherwise, in God’s presence, His holiness would consume every unclean thing. As you study, ask God to help you see clearly what it means that He is Holy. When you do, you will treat the things of God with reverence and holy fear rather than a casual approach. Just the fact of being in God’s House should cause us to want to give reverence and praise to a Righteous and Holy God who is greater than all things and above all things. Our attitudes, our speech, our thoughts and yes, even how we dress when we are in the House of The Lord, are things that we should be keenly and consciously aware of as we come into His Holy presence.

 SECULARIZING THE SACRED (Daniel 5:1-4)
1 King Belshazzar held a great feast for 1,000 of his nobles and drank wine in their presence. 2 Under the influence of the wine, Belshazzar gave orders to bring in the gold and silver vessels that his predecessor Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the temple in Jerusalem, so that the king and his nobles, wives, and concubines could drink from them. 3 So they brought in the gold vessels that had been taken from the temple, the house of God in Jerusalem, and the king and his nobles, wives, and concubines drank from them. 4 They drank the wine and praised their gods made of gold and silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone. 

THE HANDWRITING ON THE WALL (Daniel 5:5-6)

5 At that moment the fingers of a man’s hand appeared and began writing on the plaster of the king’s palace wall next to the lampstand. As the king watched the hand that was writing, 6 his face turned pale, and his thoughts so terrified him that his hip joints shook and his knees knocked together.  

WEIGHED AND FOUND WANTING (Daniel 5:22-28,30-31)

22 “But you his successor, Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, even though you knew all this. 23 Instead, you have exalted yourself against the Lord of heaven. The vessels from His house were brought to you, and as you and your nobles, wives, and concubines drank wine from them, you praised the gods made of silver and gold, bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which do not see or hear or understand. But you have not glorified the God who holds your life-breath in His hand and who controls the whole course of your life. 24 Therefore, He sent the hand, and this writing was inscribed. 25 “This is the writing that was inscribed: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, PARSIN 26 This is the interpretation of the message: MENE [means that] God has numbered [the days of] your kingdom and brought it to an end. 27 TEKEL [means that] you have been weighed in the balance and found deficient. 28 PERES [means that] your kingdom has been divided and given to the Medes and Persians.” 29 Then Belshazzar gave an order, and they clothed Daniel in purple, [placed] a gold chain around his neck, and issued a proclamation concerning him that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom. 30 That very night Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans was killed, 31   and Darius the Mede received the kingdom at the age of 62. 
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