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THEME FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER: Living for another world in this world

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: September 23, 2007: Handling Success Successfully
Background Scripture: Daniel 4:4-5,28-37
PRIDE GOETH BEFORE DESTRUCTION, AND AN HAUGHTY SPIRIT BEFORE A FALL

 Proverbs  16:18  (KJV)
In our lesson today the year is probably 570 B.C. The place is in the land of the ancient kingdom of Babylon. The place is in the great palace of the Babylonian King, Nebuchadnezzar. Daniel 4 is King Nebuchadnezzar’s personal testimony of God’s dealing with him when he was proud. The events of this chapter occurred late in his 43 year reign and probably 32 years after his dream in chapter 2.

In studying this lesson for today, we might have the tendency to wrongfully think that this lesson would not apply to us since we are not prideful like King Nebuchadnezzar. This is an error that many of us make in not thinking this about ourselves. The problem, for us, comes in the very subtle nature of pride itself. However, this problem is not limited to ordinary individuals like ourselves, but it is found today around the world in many business leaders, political figures, wealthy individuals, and yes, even to terrorists like Osama Ben Laden. It has affected many persons, well known figures on the world stage,  and will, no doubt, affect many in times to come.   
One of the most recent “goony” statements to come out of Hollywood had to do with the “Emmy” awards, one of which was given to the “popular” “stand-up comic” Kathy Griffin. Even though she won her first “Emmy” over the weekend, she’ll still have something to talk about in her TV act. The week-end headlines said: “Emmys will censor Kathy Griffin’s ‘suck it Jesus’ speech” 
That’s because when the “Creative Arts Emmys” are broadcast on the “E” channel her acceptance speech will be censored. Upon winning this past Saturday, Kathy said. “Can you believe this ……,

I guess hell froze over…….a lot of people come up here and thank Jesus for this award. I want you to know that no one had less to do with this award than Jesus. So, all I can say is “suck it Jesus”. 

“THIS AWARD IS MY GOD NOW”  (can you believe it, this weird Hollywood audience, instead of walking out in disgust as they should have, actually applauded her comments). (these  are the actual words from the live telecast last Saturday night , 9/8/07) 

After the incident of the “burning fiery furnace” (Daniel 3) into which the three Hebrew confessors were cast, King Nebuchadnezzar was afflicted by some peculiar mental aberration as a punishment for his pride and vanity, probably the form of “madness” known as “lycanthropy” (i.e.,  ‘the change of a man into a wolf’). A remarkable confirmation of the Scripture narrative is afforded by the recent discovery of a bronze door-step, which bears the inscription to the effect that it was presented by Nebuchadnezzar to the great temple at Borsippa as a votive offering on account of his recovery from a terrible illness. (copied from: “Web Bible Encyclopedia”). 
How do you handle success successfully? You do it by remaining humble. Many people start off recognizing God as the source of their success. Then they accomplish some things, such as being elected to a political office, being promoted in business, being honored by some business or professional organization, and many other such honors or achievements, and suddenly their eyes are on themselves instead of God. A study of words like pride, arrogance, and conceit in Scripture yields literally hundreds of warnings and examples of the danger of pride. If God says so much about pride, He must want you to take His warnings to heart. Pride is a dragon that will destroy you if you do not slay it! This Bible study shows you the painful price Nebuchadnezzar paid for his arrogance and how God is able to humble those who walk in pride. As you study, ask God to teach you how to slay the dragon of pride and humble yourself so He can lift you up.

PREMONITION (Daniel 4:4-5)
 I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at ease in my house and flourishing in my palace. 5 I had a dream, and it frightened me; while in my bed, the images and visions in my mind alarmed me. 

PRIDE (Daniel 4:28-30)

28 All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar. 29 At the end of 12 months, as he was walking on the roof of the royal palace in Babylon, 30 the king exclaimed, “Is this not Babylon the Great that I have built by my vast power to be a royal residence and to display my majestic glory?” 

PUNISHMENT (Daniel 31-33)
 While the words were still in the king’s mouth, a voice came from heaven: “King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is declared that the kingdom has departed from you. 32 You will be driven away from people to live with the wild animals, and you will feed on grass like cattle for seven periods of time, until you acknowledge that the Most High is ruler over the kingdom of men, and He gives it to anyone He wants.” 33 At that moment the sentence against Nebuchadnezzar was executed. He was driven away from people. He ate grass like cattle, and his body was drenched with dew from the sky, until his hair grew like eagles’ [feathers] and his nails like birds’ [claws] . 

PRAISE (Daniel 4:34-37)
34 But at the end of those days, I, Nebuchadnezzar, looked up to heaven, and my sanity returned to me. Then I praised the Most High and honored and glorified Him who lives forever: For His dominion is an everlasting dominion, and His kingdom is from generation to generation. 35 All the inhabitants of the earth are counted as nothing, and He does what He wants with the army of heaven and the inhabitants of the earth. There is no one who can hold back His hand or say to Him, “What have You done?” 36 At that time my sanity returned to me, and my majesty and splendor returned to me for the glory of my kingdom. My advisers and my nobles sought me out, I was reestablished over my kingdom, and even more greatness came to me. 37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise, exalt, and glorify the King of heaven, because all His works are true and His ways are just. And He is able to humble those who walk in pride. 
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