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THEME FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST: Living for another world in this world

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: Meeting Cultural Challenges

Background Scripture Passages: Daniel 1:1-21

From last week’s lesson we learned about the kingship of the nation of Israel.
Once Saul, David, and Solomon had served, the kingdom was divided into the Northern Kingdom of Israel and the Southern Kingdom of Judah. Of all the 19 kings of the Northern Kingdom of Israel, all of them were said to have BAD character.

Of 21 kings of the Southern Kingdom of Judah all but eight of them were said to have BAD character. As we have learned in the past, God is, and has always been, in control of everything. Nothing happens in the world except that it is sifted through His permissive will. God is also a God of history, so that He uses the events of history within His perfect plan of  redemptive purposes which He has always had.
At the time of the reign of King Josiah we studied about last week (640-608 B.C.),the Assyrian Empire was about to go into its death throes. It utterly collapsed in the year 609 B.C. Meanwhile other powers were restive, and the Babylonians, a race called the Chaldeans, was growing in power. King Nebuchadnezzar had built Babylon into a powerful empire that dominated the Middle East at that time. If a country resisted him, he would conquer it and transfer its people to another part of his realm. Cut off from their land there was little chance of an uprising. Rather than destroy these people, Nebuchadnezzar would resettle them. For most of them he allowed them to preserve their own way of life and for the most part did not interfere with their religion. 
We also studied in from last week’s lesson that King Josiah learned that God was to bring judgment down on Jerusalem, though not during his lifetime. (2 Kings 22:12: “therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, Behold, I am bringing such calamity on Jerusalem and Judah, that whoever hears of it, both his ears shall tingle.”) Such is the situation in which Daniel and his friends found themselves in the year 605 B.C. King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, after attacking Jerusalem, brought Jews to Babylon in three waves, beginning in 605 B.C., including 597 B.C. and ending in 586 B.C. with the destruction of Jerusalem and of the Great Temple of King Solomon. Daniel and his friends were probably part of the first wave in 605.
By the time of the second and third waves in 579 B.C. and 586 B.C., Daniel had already served many years in the government of Babylon. He was well prepared to assist his fellow Jews in resettling in this foreign land. God’s providential care can be seen in the policies of this pagan king. Even though the Jews went to Babylon for 70 years because of their sins (Jeremiah 29:4-10), God sent Daniel and his friends, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, ahead of them to care for them.
EXPECTATION OF CULTURAL ASSIMILATION (Daniel 1:3-5)
3 The king ordered Ashpenaz, the chief of his court officials, to bring some of the Israelites from the royal family and from the nobility— 4 young men without any physical defect, good-looking, suitable for instruction in all wisdom, knowledgeable, perceptive, and capable of serving in the king’s palace —and to teach them the Chaldean language and literature. 5 The king assigned them daily provisions from the royal food and from the wine that he drank. They were to be trained for three years, and at the end of that time they were to serve in the king’s court. 

DRAWING THE LINE (Daniel 1:8-15)

8 Daniel determined that he would not defile himself with the king’s food or with the wine he drank. So he asked permission from the chief official not to defile himself. 9 God had granted Daniel favor and compassion from the chief official, 10 yet he said to Daniel, “My lord the king assigned your food and drink. I’m afraid [of what would happen] if he saw your faces looking thinner than those of the other young men your age. You would endanger my life with the king.” 11 So Daniel said to the guard whom the chief official had assigned to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, 12 “Please test your servants for 10 days. Let us be given vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13 Then examine our appearance and the appearance of the young men who are eating the king’s food, and deal with your servants based on what you see.” 14 He agreed with them in this matter and tested them for 10 days. 15 At the end of 10 days they looked better and healthier than all the young men who were eating the king’s food. 

RENDERING SERVICE TO SOCIETY (Daniel 1:17-21)
17 God gave these four young men knowledge and understanding in every kind of literature and wisdom. Daniel also understood visions and dreams of every kind. 18 At the end of the time that the king had said to present them, the chief official presented them to Nebuchadnezzar. 19 The king interviewed them, and among all of them, no one was found equal to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. So they began to serve in the king’s court. 20 In every matter of wisdom and understanding that the king consulted them about, he found them 10 times better than all the diviner-priests and mediums in his entire kingdom. 21 Daniel remained there until the first year of King Cyrus. 
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