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Sunday School Lesson For Sunday August 19, 2007 

THEME FOR AUGUST: LOOKING UP WHEN LIFE GETS YOU DOWN 
This Sunday’s Lesson Title: When Sickness Strikes  

Scripture Passages: 1 Kings 5: 1-5, 8-16
WHEN YOU GET TO YOUR WIT’S END, YOU’LL FIND GOD LIVES THERE
Names in today’s lesson: Aram=(A’ ruhm), this country is now called Syria, and it’s capital is still Damascus. Naaman=(NAY’ muhm) commander of the army of the king of Aram. Abana=(AB’ uh nuh), Pharpar=(FAHR’ pahr), these two rivers are still in existence today near Damascus and are now called Barada and Awaj, both clear streams.
Leprosy (lelp’ roh ssih) is a generic term applied to a variety of skin disorders from psoriasis to true leprosy. Its symptoms ranged from white patches on the skin to running sores to the loss of digits on the fingers and toes. It is not a common disease today, but in the time of both the Old Testament and the New Testament, it was a fairly common disease.

Naaman was the commander of the army for the king of Aram. Naaman was apparently the highest ranking officer in the army and the personal favorite of the king. In keeping with the common practice of the ancient world, he may have been a close relative of the king. ( King David’s Army was under the command of Joab, the son of his sister, Zeruiah).  Naaman’s prestige was enhanced by the numerous military victories he had won. Many of these victories were achieved against Israel, the primary rival of Aram in the mid-9th century B.C. It is difficult to be precise about the time in which this episode took place. Neither the king of Aram not the king of Israel is named. Probably, however, the king of Israel was either Joram (reigned approximately 852-841 B.C.) or Jehu (reigned approximately 841-814 B.C.). The king of Aram was either Ben-hadad (reigned approximately 860-8410B.C.) or Hazael (reigned approximately 841-800 B.C.). The story of Hazael’s assassination of Ben-hadad and his seizure of the throne is not told until 2 Kings 8: 7-15, but the stories from the life of Elisha in this part of the Bible are not always in chronological order.

Naaman is said to have had a skin disease. This  disease was probably not true leprosy. It did not prevent Naaman from fulfilling his duties as commander-in-chief of the army of Aram, nor did it prevent his having a normal domestic life, nor did it keep him from being in close proximity to the king, whose person would be regarded as sacrosanct. It is difficult to believe that he could have done all this if he had leprosy. This is not to say that Naaman’s illness was insignificant. It was bad enough that he was frantic for relief. His symptoms may have included severe itching or boils, and it apparently persisted for a long time. The nature of his condition was common knowledge in his own household; the king was also aware of it. Naaman had no doubt sought relief from magicians, from the priests of the gods of Aram, and from physicians. Although we cannot be sure, it is reasonable to suppose that the courts of Damascus would have had a resident Egyptian physician. (Egypt had the reputation of having the best medical training in the ancient world at that time.)     
SICKNESS CAN STRIKE ANYONE (2 Kings 5: 1-5)
What did Naaman do that indicates he was desperate for a cure?

Naaman’s Disease Healed

1 Naaman, commander of the army for the king of Aram, was a great man in his master’s sight and highly regarded because through him, the Lord had given victory to Aram. The man was a brave warrior, but he had a skin disease. 2 Aram had gone on raids and brought back from the land of Israel a young girl who served Naaman’s wife. 3 She said to her mistress, “If only my master would go to the prophet who is in Samaria, he would cure him of his skin disease.” 4 So Naaman went and told his master what the girl from the land of Israel had said. 5 Therefore, the king of Aram said, “Go and I will send a letter [with you] to the king of Israel.” So he went and took with him 750 pounds of silver, 150 pounds of gold, and 10 changes of clothes. 
GOD’S WAYS ARE NOT ALWAYS UNDERSTOOD (2 Kings 5:8-12)

Why was Naaman to wash in the Jordan River?

8 When Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel tore his clothes, he sent [a message] to the king, “Why have you torn your clothes? Have him come to me, and he will know there is a prophet in Israel.” 9 So Naaman came with his horses and chariots and stood at the door of Elisha’s house. 10 Then Elisha sent him a messenger, who said, “Go wash seven times in the Jordan and your flesh will be restored and you will be clean.” 11 But Naaman got angry and left, saying, “I was telling myself: He will surely come out, stand and call on the name of  Yahweh his God, and will wave his hand over the spot and cure the skin disease. 12 Aren’t Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?” So he turned and left in a rage. 

GOD’S GRACE IS AVAILABLE (2 Kings 5:13-16)

13 But his servants approached and said to him, “My father, if the prophet had told you to do some great thing, would you not have done it? How much more [should you do it] when he tells you, ‘Wash and be clean’?” 14 So Naaman went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven times, according to the command of the man of God. Then his skin was restored [and became] like the skin of a small boy, and he was clean. 15 Then Naaman and his whole company went back to the man of God, stood before him, and declared, “I know there’s no God in the whole world except in Israel. Therefore, please accept a gift from your servant.” 16 But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, I stand before Him. I will not accept it.” Naaman urged him to accept it, but he refused. 

The healing of Naaman the leper (Life Application Bible Notes)
Notes for 5:1
Leprosy, much like AIDS today, was one of the most feared diseases of the time. Some forms were extremely contagious and, in many cases, incurable. In its worst forms, leprosy led to death. Many lepers were forced out of the cities into quarantined camps. Because Naaman still held his post, he probably had a mild form of the disease, or perhaps it was still in the early stages. In either case, his life would have been tragically shortened by his disease. (For more about leprosy in Bible times, see the note on Leviticus 13:1ff.) 

 

Notes for 5:2

Aram was Israel's neighbor to the northeast, but the two nations were rarely on friendly terms. Under David, Aram paid tribute to Israel. In Elisha's day, Aram was growing in power and frequently conducted raids on Israel, trying to frustrate the people and bring about political confusion. Israelite captives were often taken back to Aram after successful raids. Naaman's servant girl was an Israelite, kidnapped from her home and family. Ironically, Naaman's only hope of being cured came from Israel. 

 

Notes for 5:3,4

The little girl's faith and Naaman's quest contrast with the stubbornness of Israel's king (2Ki 5:7). A leader in mighty Aram sought the God of Israel; Israel's own king would not. We don't know the little girl's name or much about her, but her brief word to her mistress brought healing and faith in God to a powerful Aramean captain. God had placed her for a purpose, and she was faithful. Where has God put you? No matter how humble or small your position, God can use you to spread his Word. Look for opportunities to tell others what God can do. There's no telling who will hear your message! 

 

Notes for 5:9-15

Naaman, a great hero, was used to getting respect, and he was outraged when Elisha treated him like an ordinary person. A proud man, he expected royal treatment. To wash in a great river would be one thing, but the Jordan was small and dirty. To wash in the Jordan, Naaman thought, was beneath a man of his position. But Naaman had to humble himself and obey Elisha's commands in order to be healed.

     Obedience to God begins with humility. We must believe that his way is better than our own. We may not always understand his ways of working, but by humbly obeying, we will receive his blessings. We must remember that (1) God's ways are best; (2) God wants our obedience more than anything else; (3) God can use anything to accomplish his purposes. 

Notes for 5:12

Naaman left in a rage because the cure for his disease seemed too simple. He was a hero, and he expected a heroic cure. Full of pride and self-will, he could not accept the simple cure of faith. Sometimes people react to God's offer of forgiveness in the same way. Just to believe in Jesus Christ somehow doesn't seem significant enough to bring eternal life. To obey God's commands doesn't seem heroic. What Naaman had to do to have his leprosy washed away is similar to what we must do to have our sin washed away—humbly accept God's mercy. Don't let your reaction to the way of faith keep you from the cure you need the most. 

Notes for 5:16

Elisha refused Naaman's money to show that God's favor cannot be purchased. Our money, like Naaman's, is useless when we face death. No matter how much wealth we accumulate in this life, it will evaporate when we stand before God, our Creator. It will be our faith in Jesus Christ that saves us, not our bank accounts. 
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