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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

Established 1826

Townsend Sunday School Class

A Class That Cares

Sunday School Lesson For Sunday August 5, 2007 

THEME FOR AUGUST: LOOKING UP WHEN LIFE GETS YOU DOWN 
This Sunday’s Lesson Title: When Overwhelmed by Responsibilities  

Scripture Passages: 1 Kings 3:1-15 
Introduction: AUTHOR: Jeremiah, DATE: ca. 550 b.c., Title: Originally one book, 1 and 2 Kings are appropriately titled from their subject matter, which traces the history of the kings of Israel and Judah from Solomon to the Babylonian captivity (586 B.C.). First Kings concludes abruptly with the beginning of the reign of Ahaziah in 853 B.C. King Solomon ruled Israel from 971 B.C. to 931 B.C., a period of 40 years. He began to rule when he was about 20 years old. By marrying a Pharaoh’s daughter, Solomon was free to pursue peaceful goals for their countries. As a dowry (9:16) the Pharaoh gave the City of Gezer, a strategic crossroad on trade routes (18 mi, or 29 Kilometers, NW of Jerusalem. Apparently, according to Jewish tradition, she became a proselyte to the Jewish religion.
Solomon’s rule over the Israelites follows Jacob’s family entry into Egypt searching for food after a famine in the land. Then followed over 400 years of slavery in Egypt. After this they spent 40 years of wandering in the desert, entering the land of Canaan, and taking possession of it.  Then followed over 200 years of the period of the Judges. Following this, the people demanded that God give them a king. Even though He didn’t want them to have a king at this time, God allowed it. Then followed, King Saul, King David, and then King Solomon. Though Solomon was disobedient in many ways, he was largely a godly king and ruled during a very peaceful time in the nation.

  From this lesson today a question come to our mind: How can I manage weighty responsibilities that God allows to come into my life? We must remember that God will never take us where his grace will not sustain us. God never calls the equipped, but He always equips the called. This lesson is designed to help you find God’s help when faced with overwhelming situations by understanding that God will give His wisdom to accomplish His purposes and by seeking God’s wisdom to manage our responsibilities.

Sometimes we don’t want to take the Bible seriously when it says what we don’t want to hear. We love the idea that our sin can be forgiven and that we can have love, faith, joy, and perfect peace. We think it’s great that we can run and not be weary and, conversely, that God will rain down punishment on all the evildoers. We are delighted at the thought of taking a yoke that is easy and light. We are not so delighted at the thought of taking up a cross.
In fact, both in its teachings and in its examples of godly people, the Bible frequently affirms that the way to life is hard and few find it. Its not that all the good and pleasant promises are untrue, it is just that we distort the Bible’s larger message when we isolate its words of comfort. We need to hear the whole story. 
Sometimes we will be confronted with tasks that require great wisdom, faith, and perseverance. If we don’t face those challenges with humility and resolve, we will fail. Sometimes we will do our very best—indeed, do the right thing—only to find ourselves rewarded with scorn by those around us. “No good deed goes unpunished,” we may say to ourselves as we slink off to lick our wounds. Sometimes we may feel that we have been betrayed by our own bodies, as we succumb to a sickness that seems to ruin everything. We may ask, “Where is God? Isn’t he supposed to heal?” Sometimes the success and progress of evil may send us reeling. We had thought that God was supposed to thwart evildoers, yet the wrong may seem to be everywhere triumphant. 

The blessings promised us in the Bible are real, but so are the challenges. In the face of sickness, heavy burdens, and opposition from evil of every kind, God still expects us to be faithful.
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TURN TO THE LORD (1 Kings 3:1-4)
What challenges faced King Solomon and why did he sacrifice at Gibeon?
1 Solomon made an alliance with Pharaoh King of Egypt by marrying Pharaoh’s daughter. Solomon brought her to the city of David until he finished building his palace, the Lord’s temple, and the wall surrounding Jerusalem. 2 However, the people were sacrificing on the  high places, because until that time a temple for the Lord’s name had not been built. 3 Solomon loved the Lord by walking in the statutes of his father David, but he also sacrificed and burned incense on the high places. 4 The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there because it was the most famous high place. He offered 1,000  burnt offerings on that altar. 
FOCUS ON WHAT IS IMPORTANT (1 Kings 3:5-9)
Why did Solomon sleep near the Shrine of Gibeon?
5 At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream at night. God said, “Ask. What should I give you?” 6 And Solomon replied, “You have shown great and faithful love to Your servant, my father David, because he walked before You in faithfulness, righteousness, and integrity. You have continued this great and faithful love for him by giving him a son to sit on his throne, as it is today. 7 “Lord my God, You have now made Your servant king in my father David’s place. Yet I am just a youth with no experience in leadership. 8 Your servant is among Your people You have chosen, a people too numerous to be numbered or counted. 9 So give Your servant an obedient heart to judge Your people and to discern between good and evil. For who is able to judge this great people of Yours?” 

WALK IN GOD’S WAYS (1 Kings 3:10-15)
What was it in Solomon’s request that pleased God?
10 Now it pleased the Lord that Solomon had requested this. 11 So God said to him, “Because you have requested this and did not ask for long life or riches for yourself, or the death of your enemies, but you asked discernment for yourself to understand justice, 12 I will therefore do what you have asked. I will give you a wise and understanding heart, so that there has never been anyone like you before and never will be again. 13 In addition, I will give you what you did not ask for: both riches and honor, so that no man in any kingdom will be your equal during your entire life. 14 If you walk in My ways and keep My statutes and commandments just as your father David did, I will give you a long life.” 15 Then Solomon woke up and realized it had been a dream. He went to Jerusalem, stood before the ark of the Lord’s covenant, and offered burnt offerings and  fellowship offerings. Then he held a feast for all his servants. 
Chapter 3
2. Solomon's wisdom
Notes for 3:1

Marriage between royal families was a common practice in the ancient Near East because it secured peace. Although Solomon's marital alliances built friendships with surrounding nations, they were also the beginning of his downfall. These relationships became inroads for pagan ideas and practices. Solomon's foreign wives brought their gods to Jerusalem and eventually lured him into idolatry (1Ki 11:1-6).

     It is easy to minimize religious differences in order to encourage the development of a friendship, but seemingly small differences can have an enormous impact upon a relationship. God gives us standards to follow for all our relationships, including marriage. If we follow God's will, we will not be lured away from our true focus. 

 

Solomon asks for wisdom
Notes for 3:2,3
God's laws said that the Israelites could make sacrifices only in specified places (Deuteronomy 12:13,14). This was to prevent the people from instituting their own methods of worship and allowing pagan practices to creep into their worship. But many Israelites, including Solomon, made sacrifices in the surrounding hills. Solomon loved God, but this act was sin. It took the offerings out of the watchful care of priests and ministers loyal to God and opened the way for false teaching to be tied to these sacrifices. God appeared to Solomon to grant him wisdom, but at night, not during the sacrifice. God honored his prayer but did not condone the sacrifice. 

 

Notes for 3:6-9

When given a chance to have anything in the world, Solomon asked for wisdom — "a discerning heart'' — in order to lead well and to make right decisions. We can ask God for this same wisdom (James 1:5). Notice that Solomon asked for discernment to carry out his job; he did not ask God to do the job for him. We should not ask God to do for us what he wants to do through us. Instead we should ask God to give us the wisdom to know what to do and the courage to follow through on it. 

 

Notes for 3:11-14

Solomon asked for wisdom ("discernment''), not wealth, but God gave him riches and long life as well. While God does not promise riches to those who follow him, he gives us what we need if we put his kingdom, his interests, and his principles first (Matthew 6:31-33). Setting your sights on riches will only leave you dissatisfied because even if you get the riches you crave, you will still want something more. But if you put God and his work first, he will satisfy your deepest needs. 

 

Notes for 3:12

Solomon received "a wise and discerning heart'' from God, but it was up to Solomon to apply that wisdom to all areas of his life. Solomon was obviously wise in governing the nation, but he was foolish in running his household. Wisdom is both the ability to discern what is best and the strength of character to act upon that knowledge. While Solomon remained wise all his life, he did not always act upon his wisdom (1Ki 11:6). 

 

Solomon shows great wisdom
Notes for 3:13-18
Solomon's settlement of this dispute was a classic example of his wisdom. This wise ruling was verification that God had answered Solomon's prayer and given him a discerning heart. We have God's wisdom available to us as we pray and request it. But, like Solomon, we must put it into action. Applying wisdom to life demonstrates our discernment. 
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