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THEME FOR APRIL: WHAT DOES JESUS WANT FROM US? 

This Sunday’s Lesson Title: Humble Service

Scripture Passage: John 13:1,3-10,12-17

(11) But When Christ appeared as a High Priest of the good things to come, He entered through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation (12) and not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered the Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.

The Passover Festival was one of three important annual religious festivals when every Jewish male was expected to make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem (also the Feast of Weeks or Pentecostoly Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption(Hebrews 9:11-12)HHoly  and the Feast of Booths). Passover remembered the protection of the firstborn of Israel from the angel of death in Egypt (Exodus 12) On Thursday night of the Jewish Month of Nissan in our year of 30 A.D., Jesus and His disciples gathered in an upper room where the disciples believed they would celebrate Passover as they had done in previous years. Jesus knew that His hour had come to depart this world and used this “last supper” to prepare His disciples for His death. The words of Jesus recorded in John 13-17 are commonly referred to as the “Upper Room Discourse.” These chapters record Jesus’ final lessons for His disciples before His arrest and crucifixion. Jesus sought to prepare them for the traumatic events that would soon begin to unfold. As we will discover in this week’s study, the disciples had failed to grasp the central attitude of true service to God and others—humility. Only John’s Gospel records the dramatic example of foot washing that Jesus used to impress on His disciples the importance of humble service. His lesson is one that Christians today must take to heart if they would please God and accomplish His will in their lives. Jesus emphasized the importance of serving others and forgiving others through the act of foot washing. Is foot washing an ordinance for the church today? No, it is not! Christian Baptism and observance of The Lord’s Supper are the only two perpetual ordinances given by Jesus for the church. Christian Baptism is commanded as a part of the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19). Jesus said that the Lord’s Supper represented His body and blood of a New Covenant. Paul referred to the Lord’s Supper as a regular observance of the early church (1 Cor. 11:17-26)

In John 13:8, Peter said to Jesus “you will never wash my feet—ever!” Jesus then told Peter to be patient and that he would understand the meaning of His actions afterwards. Peter, like so many of us, was not willing to wait for understanding. Most times we want God to immediately explain everything that He either causes or allows to happen in our lives. We need to learn that God is not accountable to us and that He often conceals His purposes from us. He wants us to trust Him by faith and learn that He is constantly engineering our circumstances for our good and to His glory! Some of the things that happen to us we will later on be given understanding by God as to their meaning. We must also understand that there are some things that we may never know the meaning of.  
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THE PERFECT EXAMPLE (John 13:1,3-5)

What is the significance of the Passover Festival to the death of Christ on the cross?

1 Before the Passover Festival, Jesus knew that His hour had come to depart from this world to the Father. Having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end. 2 Now by the time of supper, the Devil had already put it into the heart of Judas, Simon Iscariot’s son, to betray Him. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had given everything into His hands, that He had come from God, and that He was going back to God. 4 So He got up from supper, laid aside His robe, took a towel, and tied it around Himself. 5 Next, He poured water into a basin and began to wash His disciples’ feet and to dry them with the towel tied around Him. 
THE NATURAL RESPONSE (John 13:6-10a)

Why did Peter first refuse to have Jesus wash his feet?

6 He came to Simon Peter, who asked Him, “Lord, are You going to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered him, “What I’m doing you don’t understand now, but afterwards you will know.” 8 “You will never wash my feet—ever!” Peter said. Jesus replied, “If I don’t wash you, you have no part with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, not only my feet, but also my hands and my head.” 10 “One who has bathed,” Jesus told him, “doesn’t need to wash anything except his feet, but he is completely clean. You are clean, but not all of you.” 11 For He knew who would betray Him. This is why He said, “You are not all clean.” 
THE DIVINE BLESSING (John 13:12-17)

What did Jesus His disciples would specifically blessed for doing?

12 When Jesus had washed their feet and put on His robe, He reclined again and said to them, “Do you know what I have done for you? 13 You call Me Teacher and Lord. This is well said, for I am. 14 So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have given you an example that you also should do just as I have done for you. 16 “ I assure you: A slave is not greater than his master, and a messenger is not greater than the one who sent him. 17 If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.  
