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THEME FOR APRIL: WHAT DOES JESUS DO FOR US? 

This Sunday’s Lesson Title: Jesus Died For Us

Scripture Passage: John: 12-15; 13:21,26-27; 19:16b-19, 33-37
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Pilate had a sign lettered and put on Jesus’ cross. The Inscription was:

JESUS THE NAZARENE THE KING OF THE JEWS (John 19:19)

Crucifixion was practiced by the Medes and the Persians, passed on to the Greeks, and then to the Romans. The first-century Jewish historian Josephus called crucifixion the “most wretched of deaths.” Every aspect of crucifixion was designed to cause the greatest suffering and humiliation possible, both to punish the guilty and to deter others from committing the same crime. The condemned criminal was whipped then forced to carry the crossbeam to the place of execution. His crime was written on a sign and either hung around his neck or nailed above his head. He was fastened to the crossbeam with ropes, nails or both, and then the crossbeam was hoisted above the ground and nailed to the cross.

Death could take anywhere from hours to days. The suffering was excruciating. Death tended to result from suffocation and heart failure brought on by a combination of blood loss, dehydration, and sheer exhaustion. If Rome wanted someone to die slowly, a block of wood might be fastened to the cross just below the criminal’s feet. This would allow him to push himself up, relieving the strain on his body and allowing him to catch his breath. On the other hand, when they wanted to bring on death immediately, a soldier would shatter the victim’s legs just below the knees with a club, making it impossible to push up any longer. Death by asphyxiation came quickly after that. The body was usually left on the cross to rot. In some cases, friends or relatives were allowed to take it down for burial.

At the heart of the Christian faith is the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. The Apostle Paul was determined to preach only “Christ Crucified” (1 Cor. 1:23; 2:3). Paul considered the cross as the only ground for Christian boasting (Gal. 6:14). Why is Christ’s crucifixion so important? The reason is that at the cross, Christ atoned for our sins to reconcile us to God. In the death of Jesus, God accomplished the thing Jesus’ killers needed most—their redemption. How on earth could anyone be bored with the message of the cross? Some people have heard and read the gospel story so often and mechanically that it has lost its sense of meaning. As you study this lesson, pray that God would rivet your attention in a fresh new way to the truths surrounding Christ’s death for you.

[image: image2.wmf]
A TRIUMPHANT ENTRY (John 12:12-15)

Why was such a large crowd in Jerusalem when Jesus entered the city?

The Triumphal Entry

12 The next day, when the large crowd that had come to the festival heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, 13 they took palm branches and went out to meet Him. They kept shouting: “• Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord —the King of Israel!” 14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written: 15 Fear no more, Daughter Zion; look! your King is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt. 

A SHOCKING BETRAYAL (John 13:21,26-27)

How was Satan allowed to enter Judas?

Judas’ Betrayal Predicted

21 When Jesus had said this, He was troubled in His spirit and testified, “ I assure you: One of you will betray Me!”

26 Jesus replied, “He’s the one I give the piece of bread to after I have dipped it.” When He had dipped the bread, He gave it to Judas, Simon Iscariot’s son. 27 After [Judas ate] the piece of bread, Satan entered him. Therefore Jesus told him, “What you’re doing, do quickly.” 
AN UNMISTAKABLE DEATH (John 19:16b-19,33-37)

What details of the Roman practice of crucifixion do we see?

The Crucifixion

Therefore they took Jesus away. 17 Carrying His own cross, He went out to what is called Skull Place, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. 18 There they crucified Him and two others with Him, one on either side, with Jesus in the middle. 19  Pilate also had a sign lettered and put on the cross. The inscription was: JESUS THE NAZARENE  THE KING OF THE JEWS
33 When they came to Jesus, they did not break His legs since they saw that He was already dead. 34 But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and at once blood and water came out. 35 He who saw this has testified so that you also may believe. His testimony is true, and he knows he is telling the truth. 36 For these things happened so that the Scripture would be fulfilled: Not one of His bones will be broken. 37 Also, another Scripture says: They will look at the One they pierced. 

JESUS’ LAST WEEK

SPRING A.D. 30

SUNDAY
JESUS DESCENDS FROM BETHANY AND ENTERS THE TEMPLE PRECINCTS

SUNDAY NIGHT
JESUS RETURNS TO BETHANY TO LODGE WITH HIS FRIENDS

MONDAY
CLEANSING OF THE TEMPLE

TUESDAY
JESUS TEACHES HIS DISCIPLES ABOUT END TIMES ON THE MOUNT OF OLIVES

THURSDAY
JESUS SHARES THE PASSOVER MEAL WITH HIS DISCIPLES

THURSDAY EVENING
JESUS RETIRES TO GETHSEMANE WITH HIS DISCIPLES

THURSDAY NIGHT
JESUS IS ARRESTED

THURSDAY/FRIDAY
JESUS IS TAKEN TO THE HOUSE OF CAIAPHAS FOR A PRELIMINARY HEARING

FRIDAY DAYBREAK
JESUS BEFORE PILATE

FRIDAY MORNING
JESUS BEFORE HEROD ANTIPAS

FRIDAY MORNING
JESUS AGAIN BEFORE PILATE

FRIDAY MORNING
JESUS IS CRUCIFIED

Rock of ages, cleft for me, 
     Let me hide myself in thee; 
Let the water and the blood, 
From thy riven side which flowed, 
Be of sin the double cure, 
Saved from wrath and made me pure

(Words by Augustus M. Toplady,1775)
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